
Order of Compline

Holy Cross Day (Observed)

September 16, 2020



Stand

Confession

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for self-examination.

L Holy and gracious God,
C I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I
know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness.
Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace.
L By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are
forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.
C Amen.



P The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.

C Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him.

P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!

C With trumpets and the sound | of the horn*
make a joyful noise before the | King, the LORD!

C [Glory be to the Father and | to the T Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;]

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

P The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.

Sit, silence for reflection upon God’s Word.

Office Hymn The Royal Banners Forward Go LSB 455; sts. 1, 4–6



Tune: © 2003 Paul D. Weber. Used by permission; Text: Public domain

Silence for reflection upon God’s Word.

Reading Numbers 21:4–9
4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the

land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5And the people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe
this worthless food.” 6Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7And the people came
to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and
against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses
prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and
set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9So
Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone,
he would look at the bronze serpent and live.

Silence for reflection upon God’s Word.

Reading John 12:20–33
20Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks.

21So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him,



“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip
went and told Jesus. 23And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the
Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat
falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
25Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep
it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there
will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.

27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this
hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.”
Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”
29The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others
said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for
your sake, not mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of
this world be cast out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
people to myself.” 33He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to
die.

Silence for reflection upon God’s Word.

Message

Stand

Responsory LSB 255



Prayer

One or more of the following are prayed.

L Merciful God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, was lifted high upon the cross that He
might bear the sins of the world and draw all people to Himself. Grant that we



who glory in His death for our redemption may faithfully heed His call to bear
the cross and follow Him; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so
that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in
You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

L O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows
lengthen and the evening comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life
is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in Your mercy grant us a safe lodging
and a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy;
let Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing
be on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the
darkness is no threat. Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours
of night, especially those who watch and work on behalf of others. Grant them
diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and
competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with
confidence and compassion; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide
with us and with Your whole Church.  Abide with us at the end of the day, at the
end of our life, at the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and
goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing.
Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the
night of fear and despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and
with all the faithful, now and for-e-ver.



Lord’s Prayer LSB 257

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from T evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Stand

Nunc Dimittis LSB 258



Benediction LSB 259
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