
Order of Compline

Festival of St. Matthew

September 23, 2020



Stand

Confession

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for self-examination.

L Holy and gracious God,
C I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I
know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness.
Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace.
L By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are
forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.
C Amen.



Introit Psalm 92:1–5; antiphon: Matthew 9:13b, c

P I desire mercy, and not | sacrifice.*
For I came not to call the righteous, but | sinners.

C It is good to give thanks | to the LORD,*
to sing praises to your name, | O Most High;

P to declare your steadfast love in the | morning,*
and your faithful- | ness by night,

C to the music of the lute | and the harp,*
to the melody | of the lyre.

P For you, O LORD, have made me glad | by your work;*
at the works of your hands I | sing for joy.

C How great are your works, | O LORD!*
Your thoughts are | very deep!

C [Glory be to the Father and | to the T Son* and to the Holy | Spirit;]
as it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
P I desire mercy, and not | sacrifice.*

For I came not to call the righteous, but | sinners.

Sit, silence for reflection upon God’s Word.

Office Hymn What Is the World to Me LSB 703



Tune and text: Public domain

Silence for reflection upon God’s Word.

Reading Ezekiel 2:8—3:11
8“But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebellious like that

rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” 9And when I looked,
behold, a hand was stretched out to me, and behold, a scroll of a book was in it.
10And he spread it before me. And it had writing on the front and on the back,
and there were written on it words of lamentation and mourning and woe.

1And he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you find here. Eat this scroll,
and go, speak to the house of Israel.” 2So I opened my mouth, and he gave me
this scroll to eat. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, feed your belly with this scroll
that I give you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I ate it, and it was in my mouth
as sweet as honey.

4And he said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with my
words to them. 5For you are not sent to a people of foreign speech and a hard
language, but to the house of Israel— 6not to many peoples of foreign speech
and a hard language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely, if I sent you
to such, they would listen to you. 7But the house of Israel will not be willing to
listen to you, for they are not willing to listen to me. Because all the house of
Israel have a hard forehead and a stubborn heart. 8Behold, I have made your
face as hard as their faces, and your forehead as hard as their foreheads. 9Like



emery harder than flint have I made your forehead. Fear them not, nor be
dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house.” 10Moreover, he said to
me, “Son of man, all my words that I shall speak to you receive in your heart,
and hear with your ears. 11And go to the exiles, to your people, and speak to
them and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD,’ whether they hear or refuse to
hear.”

Silence for reflection upon God’s Word.

Reading Matthew 9:9–13
9As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the

tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.
10And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and

sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11And when the
Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with
tax collectors and sinners?” 12But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this
means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous,
but sinners.”

Silence for reflection upon God’s Word.

Message

Stand

Responsory LSB 255



Prayer



One or more of the following are prayed.

L O Son of God, our blessed Savior Jesus Christ, You called Matthew the tax
collector to be an apostle and evangelist. Through his faithful and inspired
witness, grant that we also may follow You, leaving behind all covetous desires
and love of riches; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so
that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in
You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

L O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows
lengthen and the evening comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life
is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in Your mercy grant us a safe lodging
and a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy;
let Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing
be on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the
darkness is no threat. Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours
of night, especially those who watch and work on behalf of others. Grant them
diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and
competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with
confidence and compassion; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide
with us and with Your whole Church.  Abide with us at the end of the day, at the
end of our life, at the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and
goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing.
Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the



night of fear and despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and
with all the faithful, now and for-e-ver.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 257

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from T evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Stand

Nunc Dimittis LSB 258



Benediction LSB 259
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