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Thursday, December 24, 2020
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

Christmas Eve Service

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + +  +  +

Prelude Music

Ringing of the Church Bell

Welcome

(Please stand)

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of theT Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

Opening Hymn:..................“Once in Royal David’s City” .........................LSB 376 sts. 1 & 2
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Text and tune: Public domain

Opening Prayer

(Please be seated)

First Lesson: Genesis 3:8-15

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  But
the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”  And he said, “I heard the sound
of you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked, and I hid myself.”  He said, “Who told
you that you were naked?  Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”  The
man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”  Then
the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?”  The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and I ate.”  The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are
you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall
eat all the days of your life.  I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  (ESV)

Hymn: ................................ “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ................................LSB 379 sts. 1 & 2
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Text and tune: Public domain

Second Lesson: Isaiah 9:2, 6, 7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land of
deep darkness, on them has light shined.  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and
the government shall be upon his shoulder and his name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and
forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  (ESV)

Hymn: ......................... “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” .........................LSB 366 sts. 1 & 4

Text and tune: Public domain

Third Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-3a, 4a, 6-9

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall
bear fruit.  And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
Lord.  And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  … But with righteousness he shall
judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth … The wolf shall dwell with
the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and
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the fattened calf together, and a little child shall lead them.  The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  The nursing child
shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s
den.  They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.  (ESV)

Hymn: .......................... “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” ......................... LSB 359 sts. 1, 2, 4

Text and tune: Public domain

Fourth Lesson: Luke 1: 26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth
to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.  And the
virgin’s name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord
is with you!”  But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of
greeting this might be.  And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God.  And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  And the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  And Mary said to the angel, “How
will this be, since I am a virgin?”  And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be called holy- the Son of God.  And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren.  For
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nothing will be impossible with God.”  And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord;
let it be to me according to your word.”  And the angel departed from her.  (ESV)

Hymn: .............................“O Little Town of Bethlehem”......................... LSB 361 sts. 1, 2 & 4

Text and tune: Public domain

Christmas Message

Fifth Lesson: Luke 2: 1, 3-7

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.
… And all went to be registered, each to his own town.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because
he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child.  And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.  And she gave birth
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.  (ESV)

Hymn: .................................... “Away in a Manger”................................................... LSB 364



(6)

Tune and text: Public domain

Sixth Lesson: Luke 2: 8-16

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night.  And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were filled with fear.  And the angel said to them. “Fear not, for behold, I
bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all people.  For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for you: you will find
a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.  And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying. “Glory to God in the highest
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  When the angels went away from
them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”  And they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  (ESV)

Candle Lighting

Hymn: ...............................................“Silent Night” ................................................... LSB 363
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Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
Alles schläft, einsam wacht

Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar.
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,

Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh.

Text: Public domain

Seventh Lesson: Matthew 2: 1-11

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men
from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?  For we
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so
it is written by the prophet:  And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had
appeared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when
you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.  After listening to the
king, they went on their way.  And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them
until it came to rest over the place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy.  And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and
they fell down and worshiped him.  Then, opening their treasures they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh.  (ESV)
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Hymn: ......................................“What Child Is This?” ............................................... LSB 370

Text and tune: Public domain

Eighth Lesson: John 1:1-5, 10-12, 14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was
in the beginning with God.  All things were made through him, and without him was not
anything made that was made.  In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  He was in the world, and the
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.  He came to his own, and his
people did not receive him.  But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become children of God … And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and
we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  (ESV)

(Please stand)

Prayer
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Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from T evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26

(Please be seated)

Closing Hymn: ......................... “Joy to the World” .................................................. LSB 387
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Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + +

PASTOR: ............................................................................................................................... Rev. Jason Kaspar
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: ............................................................................................................ Laura Gillette
ACOLYTE: .................................................................................................................................. Avery Harbers
LECTORS:............................................................................................................Randy Albers, Beverly Albers
ELDERS: .................................................................................................................James Lehmann, Dale Witt
HEAD USHERS:............................................................................................Glenn Altwein, Harold Streicher
GREETERS:................................................................................................................. Charles & Sylvia Hebert
SOUND:......................................................................................................................................Linda Streicher
ALTAR GUILD:...............................................................................................................................Karen Fitch

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS are placed to the glory of God by Randy & Beverly Albers; by Michelle &
Michael Dunk; and by an anonymous donor.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS are placed in honor of William & Carol Jurk by Michelle & Michael Dunk.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS are placed in loving memory of:  Keith Adams, by the family of Keith Adams;
Odene Crawford and Nelda & Charles Ganske by Sandy Rials & William Crawford; Geraldine & Delbert Dunk
by Michelle & Michael Dunk; our parents, Jimmie Lehmann and Edward & Lorine Fischer by Daniel & Brenda
Fischer, Lorine Fischer by Kathy Fischer; all COVID victims by La Verne and Karen Fitch; husband & dad
Harold Hunger, by Peggy & Heath Hunger; Irene Koopmann by Werner (Johnny) Koopmann; Werner &
Louise Koopmann by Martin & Karen Koopmann, Johnny Koopmann, Wayne Koopmann and Judy Zuhn;
Sheila Kappler & Rachel Midgett by Garland and Stell Midgett; Herbert “Check” Moerbe and Fritz & Frieda
Lehmann by Rosie, Danny & Miriam Moerbe; Kermit Muske, by Josie Muske; husband, Joe Poncik, father,
Rudolph Hoffmann, & parents, Emil & Gladys Simek by Linda Poncik; her mother Gloria Fordyce and brother
James Fordyce, by Harold & Linda Streicher; our parents Rev. Walter & Elisabeth Streicher and our brothers-
in-law Tom Hardaway and Don Doctor, by Ralph, Harold & Linda Streicher; Katie Teinert by Lee and Janice
Teinert; loved ones by B. J. Ullrich; our parents by James and Mary Walker; Alfred Weber, by Dorothy Weber;
Brice Kuhlmann, Greg Kuhlmann, Tom & Barbara Wilson by Debbie Wilson; Kelsey Pietsch & Eugene Winkler
by Faye Winkler;  Eugene Winkler and Matt Buscha by Dennis & Sherry Winkler; grandmas, Vivian Witt
Matthews & Lena Behrens, by Dale Wayne Witt; Jim Zuhn and William & Hilma Zuhn by Judy Zuhn.
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Christmas Eve Service
Festival of

The Festival of Lessons and Carols is a format for worship celebrating the birth of Jesus at Christmas.
The story of the fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus is told in short
Bible readings interspersed with the singing of Christmas carols and hymns.

The format was based on an order by Edward White Benson, later Archbishop of Canterbury, for
Christmas Eve, 1880, in Truro, Cornwall, England.  It has since been adapted and used by other
churches all over the world, the best-known version annually broadcast from King’s College,
Cambridge, England. Over the years the Lessons and Carols practice has grown in popularity and is
especially fitting for a Lutheran service as the reading of the Word and singing of hymns exemplify
the Lutheran experience and heritage.

____________________________________________________________________

The following people were in attendance at the December 24, 2020 worship service:

Check here if you are a visitor.    If you would like a call or want more information about Mt. Calvary,
please call the church office, or provide a phone number or email here:

____________________________________________________________________


