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The Epiphany of Our Lord
January 3, 2021

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church & Preschool
800 N. Franklin St., La Grange, TX 78945

Pastor Jason M. Kaspar
Worship Services: Sundays at 9:00 AM        Bible Classes & Sunday School Sundays at 10:15 AM

Office:  (979) 968-3938      Fax:  (979) 968-2918     Email: secretary@mtcalvary-lcms.org
Visit us on the web at www.mtcalvary-lcms.org!

Our Mission: “Committed to reaching out with the love of Jesus.”
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WELCOME to all, in the name of Jesus, to our celebration of Epiphany.  Epiphany centers in
the light of God's love being revealed for those who are not Jews.  Since most of us, if not all,
come from non-Jewish backgrounds, we pray that this day may be a special celebration of God's
love for us in particular. We extend a special welcome to visiting friends and guests!

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +

Pre-Service Music: .................................... “Noel” ........................by Jean-Francois Dandrieu

Ringing of the Church Bell

Please stand and face the cross as it passes by.

Processional Hymn ........... “As with Gladness Men of Old” .......................LSB 397

Tune and text: Public domain

T T T Divine Service, Setting Three T T T

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of theT Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
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P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Hebrews 10:22

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of theT Son and of
the Holy Spirit. John 20:19-23
C Amen.

Stand

T T T Service of the Word T T T

Introit Psalm 72:1–2, 10–11; antiphon: Liturgical Text

P Behold the Lord, the ruler, has come,
and the kingdom and the power and the glory are in his hand.

C Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the royal son!
P May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice!
C May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him tribute;

may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts!
P May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve him!
C [Glory be to the Father and to the T Son and to the Holy Spirit;]
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P Behold the Lord, the ruler, has come,

and the kingdom and the power and the glory are in his hand.
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Kyrie Mark 10:47

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22

P O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles.
Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 60:1-6

1Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2For behold,
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and
his glory will be seen upon you. 3And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of
your rising. 4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons
shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 5Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of
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the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good
news, the praises of the Lord.

L This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

Gradual Isaiah 60:6b, 1

P Those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the

LORD.
Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.

Epistle Ephesians 3:1-12

1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming that
you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was
made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When you read this, you can perceive my
insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations
as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is that the
Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel.

7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by
the working of his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to
preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light for everyone what is the
plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, 10so that through the church the
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
11This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we
have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.

L This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia LSB 190

Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
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1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For
we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is
written by the prophet:

6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star
had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and
when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9After listening to
the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them
until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and
they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their
own country by another way.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.  And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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Hymn of the Day ....... “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” .................LSB 395

5 O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,

Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way—
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!

His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!

Jubilation!
Exultation!

Tell the story!
Great is He, the King of Glory!
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6 What joy to know, when life is past,
The Lord we love is first and last,

The end and the beginning!
He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place

Beyond all tears and sinning!

Amen! Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!

We are yearning
For the day of Your returning!

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005160

Sermon

Stand

Offertory Psalm 51:10-12

Sit

Offering ..............................................“Cantabile” .............................................by Larry Harris
(Members and visitors are invited to record their attendance by completing the attendance
form at the back of the bulletin.  Please tear it off and drop it in the basket on your way out.)

Prayer of the Church [1 Timothy 2:1-4]
(When prayed responsively, the congregation responds as follows. P ...Let us pray to the
Lord:C Lord, have mercy. - or-P ...Lord, in Your mercy,C hear our prayer.)

In Hospice Care: Lillian Pesick; Lloyd Wessels.
Undergoing Cancer Treatment: Sharon Belota; Lanice Oeltjen Bertsch-Hunger; Jean
Davis; Frank Farr; Mollie Higgins; Albert Jakobeit; Kathy Jennings; Werner Koopmann; Lucas
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Lowe; Janet Leubner; Christine O’Connor; Roy Oden; Jack Parry; Nancy Pietsch; James
Pfluger; Artie Schultz; Patsy Smith; Dee Tegtmeier; Barbara Tieken; Dionie Tolman; Phillip
Tucker; Ralph Winkler.
Health and Other Concerns: Dean Alan Ahlschlager; Gladys Ahlschlager; Rebecca Aleman;
Linda Almazan; Charlotte Arnold; Johnny Arnold; Joyce Boening; Elva Bohot; Calvin
Buchhorn; Woody Butler; Bennie Daricek; Edna Ebner; Mel Ertz; Jennifer Freeman; Mike
Hannusch; Frances Hentschel; Peggy Hunger; Carol Jurk; William Jurk; Donna Kappler;
Candy Kaspar; Neal Kaspar; Rose Marie Kilian; Wayne Koopmann; Junell Ladewig; Gladys
Mach; Rick Meinecke; Elsie Michalk; Vastine Michalk; Glenda Midgett; Ruby Mikulin;
Vivianna Mullins; Mary Neilsen; Robert Pavlik; Sandy Rials; Jana Rocker; Bill Sagebiel; Jan
Schaefer; Joyce Schiwart; Travis Schiwart; Glenn Schneider; Christine Squallachi; Ralph
Streicher; William Trlica; Dolores Votaw; Junice Walters; Mike Wherry; Faye Winkler; Laverne
Wittmann.
Prayer of Christian Sympathy for the family and friends of Estlean Miertschin, who was
called to her eternal home with Christ on December 29th.
Prayer of praise and thanksgiving for the birth of a healthy girl, Emilia Naomi Lavine
Wilson, born December 17th to parents Daniel and Dallas Wilson.   (Grandparents are Mark and
Debbie Wilson.)
Also in Our Prayers Today are the members, family and friends of our church who receive
care in nursing homes, care centers, and at home:

Care Inn: Edna Kessel, Junell Ladewig, Wayne Miertschin, Dorothy Shew, Charlene
Stelzig.

Monument Hill: Mary Ann Bartek, Velma Behrens.
Jefferson Place: Joyce Dippel.
Regency (Schulenburg): Gladys Mach.
Oakmont Care Center (Katy):  Alfred Drescher.
Parkview Manor (Weimar): Rose Marie Kilian, Diane Rosenberg.
Schulenburg Regency Retirement Villas: Gerhard Schenk.
Warm Springs (Luling): Dennis Winkler.
At Home: Gladys Ahlschlager; Edna Ebner; Peggy Hunger; Vastine and Elsie Michalk,

Gibbs and Diana Petty-Stone, Travis and Joyce Schiwart, William Trlica, Dolores Votaw,
Laverne Wittmann.
Silent prayer for situations and people not listed in the bulletin.

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we  forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from T evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction (Pauline) ~   Good Words (of blessing) 2 Corinthians 13:14

P The grace of our LordT Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C Amen.



10

T T T Service of the Sacrament T T T

Stand

Preface LSB 194

P It is truly … evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus ~   Holy, holy, holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Verba ~   The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24;
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

Pax Domini ~   The Peace of the Lord John 20:19

Agnus Dei ~   Lamb of God John 1:29
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Sit

Distribution Hymn........ “Angels from the Realms of Glory”.....................LSB 367

Text and tune: Public domain
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Distribution Hymn .... “The Star Proclaims the King Is Here” ................. LSB 399

Text and tune: Public domain

Distribution Hymn ............. “The Gifts Christ Freely Gives” .................... LSB 602
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5 The gifts are in the feast,
Gifts far more than we see;

Beneath the bread and wine
Is food from Calvary.

The body and the blood
Remove our ev’ry sin;

We leave His presence in
His peace, renewed again.

6 All glory to the One
Who lavishes such love;

The triune God in love
Assures our life above.

His means of grace for us
Are gifts He loves to give;

All thanks and praise for His
Great love by which we live!

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005160

Distribution Hymn ........ “Jesus Comes Today with Healing”................... LSB 620
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5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love I savor,

Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,

Fits me for the royal hall.

6 Now have I found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,

Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,
Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005160
Tune: Public domain

Distribution Hymn ............ “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” ....................... LSB 398

Tune and text: Public domain
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Distribution Hymn .......... “Salvation unto Us Has Come” ........................LSB 555

5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled
Or we must die despairing,

Christ came and has God’s anger
stilled,

Our human nature sharing.
He has for us the Law obeyed
And thus the Father’s vengeance
stayed

Which over us impended.

6 Since Christ has full atonement made
And brought to us salvation,

Each Christian therefore may be glad
And build on this foundation.

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead,
Your death is now my life indeed,

For You have paid my ransom.

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see
Your Word cannot be broken;

Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!”
No falsehood have You spoken.

Baptized into Your precious name,
My faith cannot be put to shame,

And I shall never perish.
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8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin
And makes us conscience-stricken;

But then the Gospel enters in
The sinful soul to quicken.

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and
live;
The Law no peace can ever give,

No comfort and no blessing.

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone
And rests in Him unceasing;

And by its fruits true faith is known,

With love and hope increasing.
For faith alone can justify;
Works serve our neighbor and supply

The proof that faith is living.

10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise
To Father, Son, and Spirit,

The God who saved us by His grace;
All glory to His merit.

O triune God in heav’n above,
You have revealed Your saving love;

Your blessèd name we hallow.
Tune and text: Public domain

Stand

Dismissal
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul

to life everlasting. DepartT in peace.
C Amen.

Nunc Dimittis ~ Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32
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Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1

P Let us pray…

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
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Announcements

Hymn to Depart .......... “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”.................LSB 487

Tune and text: Public domain
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Postlude: ......................................... “Resonet in Laudibus”...................arr. by Donald Corbett
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PASTOR:...................................................................................................................... Rev. Jason Kaspar
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC:....................................................................................................Laura Gillette
ELDERS:..........................................................................................................Sherry Winkler, Dale Witt
ACOLYTE: ............................................................................................................................ Gavin Hollek
LECTOR:............................................................................................................................. Glenn Altwein
HEAD USHERS: ................................................................................... Daniel Fischer, Dennis Winkler
GREETERS: ............................................................................... Jeanette Huelsebusch, Rosalie Moerbe
SOUND: ............................................................................................................................Ralph Streicher
ALTAR GUILD: ............................................................................................................... Brenda Fischer
FINANCE:.................................................................................................... Randy Albers, Sylvia Hebert

CHANCEL FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God by Mark and Debbie Wilson in honor of
their 39th wedding anniversary (Jan. 2).

TODAY’S BROADCAST OF THE LUTHERAN HOUR over Radio Station KBUK (FM 104.9 on
Sundays at 7:00 a.m.) is sponsored by the Men’s Club.

OUR WORSHIP LAST WEEK:
Attendances: Weekly Offerings:
Sunday Worship: 55 Home Purposes: $ 3,020.00
Sunday Online: 19 Addtl. Online Giving:  $ 1,050.00
Christmas Eve: 93 Missions: $ 120
Christmas Day: 41

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY:
Guest Preacher:....................................................................................................... Vicar Gary Johnson
Acolyte: ................................................................................................................................ Autumn Wolf
Lector:................................................................................................................................ Myrna Altwein
Elders:..............................................................................................................Sherry Winkler, Dale Witt
Head Ushers: ................................................................................... Willie Ahlschlager, August Pietsch
Greeters: ............................................................................................................ Joan Miertschin, OPEN
Sound:............................................................................................................................... Linda Streicher
Altar Guild: ...................................................................................................................... Brenda Fischer
Finance: ....................................................................................................... Randy Albers, Sylvia Hebert
Chancel Flowers: .......................................................................................................................... OPEN

THANK YOU! Elva Bohot is home from the hospital and wishes to thank everyone for their concern,
prayers, and cards!
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Isaiah 60:6b – “They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall
bring good news, the praises of the LORD.” Faith in God moves the heart toward thanksgiving, which
moves us toward making offerings to the Lord in His House. It’s simply what Christians do. Our
thanksgiving to our Lord for all His benefits to us simply must overflow into sacrificial giving to the
Lord. What Isaiah prophesied, the Wise Men did, and we still do today by giving with a thankful heart.

This Week At Mt. Calvary:

Sunday: Worship Service with Communion............................................................ 9:00 a.m.
No Bible Class ...........................................................................................................1

Monday: No Men’s Club or Mary Martha Guild meetings .......................................................
Wednesday: Pastor On Vacation

No Communion Service ............................................................................................
No Bible Class ...........................................................................................................1
No Confirmation Class ..............................................................................................

Thursday: Bulletin Deadline ....................................................................................... 9:00 a.m.
Saturday: Altar Guild takes down decorations .......................................................... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday: Worship Service ......................................................................................... 9:00 a.m.

Bible Class (Sanctuary) ..............................................................................10:15 a.m.

The following people were in attendance at the January 3, 2021 worship service:

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

_______________________________

________________________________

________________________________

Check here if you are a visitor.    If you would like a call or want more information about Mt.
Calvary, please call the church office, or provide a phone number or email here:

_____________________________________________________________________


