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Catechesis is for Life

The Christian life is bound-up forever in learning and unlearning.  We are ever
learning the things of God.  And, we are ever unlearning the things of this sinful
world.

“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life.” [Romans 6:4]

Martin Luther’s Small Catechism is not just for children.  It is the way the “head of
the household should teach the faith in a simple way.” But, its more than just that.

Dear Baptized, we are simple and lowly in our understanding of God’s gifts of the
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation by the death of His Son, our Lord, Jesus
Christ.  Because we will spend our lives getting used to the idea of our salvation, we
should spend our lives in study of God’s Word and the Catechism.

The catechism keeps our eyes stuck to the cross.  It’s easy to read Proverbs or Judg-
es and lose track of this Word of God as a teaching concerning the person and work
of Jesus.  Our catechism helps us narrow our focus on him.

“And [Jesus] said to them, ‘O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these
things and enter into his glory?’ And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.”
[Luke 24:25-27]

All the scriptures declare Jesus, our Savior.  We won’t always understand that they
do or how.  But, God gave His Word for us to hear and learn about Himself.  The
clear passages help understand the less clear ones, always pointing to Him.

Now, the opponents will cry out, “No creed but Christ! No book but the bible!”

First, that hollow platitude is itself a creed.  The term creed comes from the Latin,
credo, meaning: I believe. They are actually saying “I believe in no creed but Christ
and no book but the bible.” It’s a creed.  This creed rejects the three ecumenical
creeds of 2000 years of Christianity in favor of some innovative view.

Second, “no book but the bible” is also thoroughly disingenuous.  Those who claim
no other book certainly have meditational writing from various modern Christian
authors in their homes.  And, they seek out the resources in Christian living, outside

(Continued on page 2)

A Little Note from Pastor’s Study



P A G E 2

M T .  C A L V A R Y  M E S S E N G E R

When it comes to stewardship, a
favorite Bible verse is the ac-
count of the widow’s mite (Luke
21:1–4). It’s a moving account.
Our Lord praises the seemingly
small gift of two copper coins
given by a poor widow above the
abundance of gifts given by the
rich, saying, “Truly, I tell you,
this poor widow has put in more
than all of them” (Luke 21:3).
And that is usually where we
stop. But the text goes on. “For
they all contributed out of their
abundance, but she out of her
poverty put in all she had to live
on” (Luke 21:4).

“She … put in all she had to live
on.” She gave everything. She
held nothing back. She trusted
that the Lord who made her and
all creatures; who gave her eve-
rything she had; who redeemed
her from her own sin, from
death, and the power of the devil;
who called her by the gospel and
enlightened her with His gifts of
Word and Sacrament; would con-
tinue to do this. He would pro-
vide her with all that she needed
for this body and life because
that is the character of the God
she had.

But this is not why we give small
gifts. Her gift, though it appeared
small, was actually large. When
we are tempted to give small
gifts, it is precisely because we
want them to be small! We don’t
trust the Lord to provide for us.

We give small gifts because we
lack faith in the One who creat-
ed us, redeemed us, sanctifies
and keeps us in the one true
faith. We give small gifts be-
cause we doubt that God will
really give us what we need and
desire. We give small gifts be-
cause we are not content with
what God has already given.
We are not slaves, children of

the slave woman, under the Old
Covenant (Galatians 4). We are
adopted sons of the free woman.
And since we are sons, we are
also heirs. And heirs receive the
inheritance. For everything is
already ours in Christ. And thus,
moved by the willing spirit of
adoption, we do the will of God
in financial matters far beyond
all that done by those under the
Old Covenant who were forced
by legal demands.

So, what have you decided to
give? How do I decide what to
give? Let the Scriptures be your
guide.

We are to give proportionally to

what we have received from
God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1
Corinthians 16:1–2, 2 Corinthians
8:12). But you have not been set
free to give nothing. See that you
excel in the grace of giving (2
Corinthians 8:7)!

We are not free to live selfishly
outside the Gospel, without re-
gard for God who gives us all
good gifts, without generosity for
our neighbor who needs us and
our gifts, without supporting the
community of faith in which we
live, without care for our spiritual
fathers and those who teach and
help raise our children in the
faith, and without resources for
the poor and needy.

In short, we are not free to live
unto ourselves, hoarding what
God has given us only for us. For
love is the fulfillment of the law
(Romans 13:10). And the sum of
the law is this: Love God and
love your neighbor (Matthew
22:34–40). We love because He
first loved us. We give because
He has given to us.

Luther once said, “Possessions
belong in your hands, not in your
heart” (LW 14:240). There is a
reason your 10 fingers spread
apart. With your hands you catch
God’s gifts for what you need and
let the rest fall through your fin-
gers to your neighbors – your
family, your friends, your com-
munity, your church.
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the scriptures themselves.

Take a look at your catechism.  You’ll find that it is loaded, from start to fin-
ish, with the bible.  You’ll find no statement or claim without a reference from
the Word of God in it.  It is our little instruction manual in Christianity, driv-
ing us ever back to the Word of God and to the foot of the cross.

If you need a small catechism, it is included in our hymnal before the hymns.

Be ever instructed by the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God!

Pastor

(Continued from page 1)

Luther once said,
“Possessions belong in
your hands, not in your
heart” (LW 14:240).
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AUGUST MEETING
Monday, August 2nd, Multipurpose Room
Fellowship Time – 5:30 PM
No refreshments will be served
Business Meeting – 6:00 PM

Welcome Janice Teinert
Devotion Janice Teinert
Pantry Item Corn bread mix or canned tomato product
Mite Prayer Brenda Fischer

BUSINESS MEETING Call to Order
Re-cap from National Convention, Lexington, KY

Project/Activity Collect supplies for LWR School Kits

BIRTHDAYS (3) Diane Johnson; (18) Betty Pecora; (19) Artie Schultz; (27) Gladys
Tschatschula; (29) Joan Miertschin

ANNIVERSARIES (6) Beverly Albers; (7) Nancy Lehmann; (20) Linda Streicher;
(21) Amy Lochte;  (24) Karen Fitch; (27) Judy Zuhn;
(28) Elsie Michalk

During this pandemic, in person Guild Meetings are announced on a month to month basis as needed.
Everyone is invited to attend Guild Meetings (when scheduled) in the Multi-purpose Room at 5:30 PM on
the first Monday of each month. All volunteers and support of our projects are greatly appreciated.  Contact
our Member Development Committee - Karen Fitch, or any Guild member or feel free to call the Church
Office at 968-3938 for more information.

THE  MARY MARTHA GUILD MINUTE

EVERYONE IS INVITED!

Rally Day will take place
this year on Sunday, Au-
gust 29th, immediately
after church.

Burgers and games at
the BBQ pits!  Watch the
bulletins for more info!

Sunday School will start on Sunday, Sep-
tember 5th!  Contact Shannon Herbrich for
more information.  We look forward to
teaching your child about Jesus and God’s
love!

Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021
Drive thru only—
11:00—12:30 p.m.

800 North Franklin
Parking Lot

BBQ Pavilion

Price $12.00
Tickets available soon
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NEWSLETTER
QUESTION

What do you find useful
about the monthly newslet-
ter? Please send your re-
sponse to the church of-
fice. Thanks!
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For Your Information
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Donations of shelf-stable foods (e.g. -- cereal; pasta; canned fruit, meats and vegeta-
bles; dried pinto beans; soups; jelly; Hamburger Helper) are always in demand. Place
your donated items in the plastic bin in the Narthex. Additionally, the Pantry is open
Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. - 12 Noon, to receive donations.

PLEASE NOTE:  Mt. Calvary Volunteers are scheduled to assist clients at the
AMEN Food Pantry on Monday, August 23, 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. (Sacred Heart
will work the second shift that day.)

Thank you for your continued support!  Call Stell Midgett (979-966-2319) or Beverly
Albers (979-250-1718) if you have any questions.

The HAPPY SCRAPPERS are meeting in the “Blue” Fellowship House at 9:30
o’clock AM, every Monday in its new location at 859 North Franklin Street.
Please use the handicapped entrance located at the back of the House so for
your convenience and safety.  Parking space is located nearby.  Social distancing
can be practiced and face masks are optional.  Attendees may bring a refresh-
ment to share for the noon time lunch.

Everyone interested in just checking out the Blue Fellowship House or joining in
the activities of the Happy Scrappers is invited.   No sewing or quilting skills are
required – only an interest in helping and participating in Christian service and

fellowship. There are various stages in making a quilt and with many helping hands, the process will move
faster.  We have a variety of supplies on hand; however, additional donations are always appreciated.

SCHOOL KITS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

AUGUST – School supplies are on sale, many at a fraction of the regular price!  Tax
Free Holiday/Weekend - Friday, August 6th – Sunday, August 8th

Education is important for every community, especially where poverty or disaster has limited the options
for young people to reach their potential.  School Kits contain essential supplies to help children – and in
some cases adults – continue learning despite the hardships they face.  That learning leads to a better life
for them, their families and their communities.   Items being collected include:

70-sheet notebooks of wide-college-ruled paper
30-centimeter rulers or rulers with centimeters and inches
Blunt scissors
Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
Packets of black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink)
Boxes of 16 or 24 crayons
One 2-1/2 inch eraser
Pencil sharpeners

Look for the LWR School Kit display and collection box in the Narthex.

For your convenience, you may make a cash donation or with a check payable to the Mary Martha Guild so
items can be purchased in bulk.

ALL DONATIONS ARE APPRECIATED!



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Tami Pietsch
Don & Hannah
Pietsch (12 yrs)

2 3
William Behrens
Jordon Fischer
Diane Johnson
Joe Rogers
Herbert Schulte
Weldon Von
Minden

4 5 6
Randy &
Beverly Albers
(44 yrs)

7
Paul Teinert
James &
Nancy
Lehmann (45
yrs)

8
Charlie Herbrich
August Pietsch
Dale & Dorothy
Witt (62 yrs)

9
Rebekka
Bohot

10
Cooper Imhoff
Brandon Schnell

11 12 13
Lia Mouton
Jim & Annie
Chapman (33
yrs)

14

15 16
Rev. La
Verne Fitch

17
Laramie
Blackwell
Jane Schneider

18
Kevin Karstedt
Jr.
Betty Pecora

19
Brodie Filla
Glenn Polasek
Artie Schultz
Jensen Von
Minden

20
Ariana Lopez
Penelope Nunn
Harold & Linda
Streicher (44
yrs)

21
Emily Barber
Aiden Koether
Mark Mikulin
Neal & Amy
Lochte (45 yrs)

22
Andrea Davis
Sarah Herbrich
Deb Powell
Marlene Schnell

23
Charles
Klawinski
Blake
Koether

24
Kelli Karstedt
Cheryl Roitsch
Rev. La Verne &
Karen Fitch (47
yrs)

25
Brenda &
George
Rainosek (48
yrs)

26
Christa
Roensch
Jarrod Von
Minden

27
Trey Harbers
Gladys
Tschatschula
Vastine & Elsie
Michalk (44 yrs)

28
Peggy Hunger
June Pietsch

29
Marissa
Hibbeler
Joan Miertschin

30 31
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Prayer of Christian Sympathy for the family and friends of Martin Joseph Nicode-
mus Gabriel, Sr. (Sandy Polasek’s father), who went to his eternal rest in Christ on June 24th;
for the family and friends of Jeanette Ann Ertz (Mandy Kaspar’s mother), who was taken to rest
in Christ on June 29th;

Prayer of praise and thanksgiving that Lucas Lowe (Rev. Fitch’s nephew) is now cancer free
and happily in high school. He has struggled with cancer for most of his life, spending almost all of
it in and out of hospitals and chemo treatments.

Congratulations to Trey and Bailey Wolf on the birth of their son Jettson Blake Wolf on
7/21/2021.  Proud grandparents are Frank and Leah Wolf!
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Mt. Calvary Lutheran
Church & Preschool

Change Service
Requested

NON-PROFIT ORG.
STANDARD PERMIT #50

LA GRANGE TX

800 N. Franklin St.

La Grange, Texas 78945

“Committed to Reaching Out With The Love Of Jesus”


