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Christians live a life where we are called to be in the world, but not of it. How does that
play out within the context of a world where we are expected to refer to people by irra-
tional descriptions? For example: may a Christian refer to a person suffering from gen-
der dysphoria by their preferred pronoun, or must they address every human being in
the way that God knit them together in the womb before their name was known?

These are not easy waters to navigate. Some of it simply comes down to the distinction
between the public and the private life of a Christian. And the ways in which the public
and private life interact with the sacred and secular functions of the church.

The first piece of useful information would be the ways in which we engage from our
congregation to women who call themselves “pastor” in other churches. There is no am-
biguity in the Word of God, our Lutheran Confessions, or the 2000 year historical prac-
tice of the Christian Church. Women may not be ordained or serve in ways that directly
derive from the pastoral office or appear as though they derive from the pastoral office.

So, how then do we deal with “Pastor” Susan?

This pertains to the life of the Christian in public, in private, in sacred ways within the
church, and in secular ways outside the church. Outside these four walls, in public, it is
kind and useful to refer to this woman as “pastor.” The internal Christian debate as to
whether her ordination or occupation of the office is valid or not isn’t useful or neces-
sary to air in front of secular eyes and ears. There are those who may be involved in the
conversation who are or will hear the word of God from her. The wonderful and out-
standing news is that the Word of God creates faith in those who hear regardless of the
faithfulness of those dealing it out. That faith will inevitably drive these Christians from
her church into a faithful church.

Now, official communication lives in an entirely different category. This is a sacred
function of the church communicating from within itself. It must always be consistent
with the Word of God and our doctrines and practices. As a congregation, we may not
refer to Susan using a title that is inappropriate for her to claim. We must be respectful
and avoid offence in any way possible. But, doing so cannot circumvent our incontro-
vertible teachings.

In both cases, a peaceful solution exists by simply avoiding phrases that require the use
of the title. This can be done artfully. It does require significant attention to accomplish.
Addressing letters to the church by name rather than the pastor and good old fashioned
Southern charm using our “yes, ma’ams” and “no, ma’ams” are great work arounds.

Disclaimer: these are opinions I'm about to share. They are by no means normative. But
rather, my intention is to provide you with thoughts and paths of action that may assist
y’all in interacting with the secular world.

(Continued on page 6)
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“There are three conversions
necessary to every man: the
head, the heart, and the
purse.” Attributed to Luther,
though yet to be located in his
vast writings, this statement
echoes what Jesus taught
about hearts and treasures.
He said, “For where your
treasure is, there will your
heart be also.” (Matthew 6:21;
Luke 12:34)

But which conversion comes
first? I submit that the order
is this: first the head, then the
purse, then the heart. Let’s
explore this topic.

Our Lord Jesus Christ dwelt
among us to save us. He took
on our flesh, fulfilled the de-
mands of the law in our place,
became sin for us, and suf-
fered torture and death on our
behalf. He did this in order
that we would be free from
sin, death, and hell. He gives
us what He accomplished
through Baptism, Absolution,
and the Lord’s Supper. And
so, He doesn’t just do it for us
but gives it to us. He makes
what He did ours by making
us His. Thus, we are called by

His name: Christians. We
have a new life in Him.

Through the preaching of
Law and Gospel, God grants
us repentance, a changing of
our minds. It is a conversion
of the mind. We are called to
turn away from our sins and
turn toward Him for for-
giveness, life, and salvation.
For when God calls us away
from something, He is, at the
same time, calling us to
something.

And thus, He calls us to a
new life, with new deeds.
This is the conversion of the
purse. Jesus said that “it is
easier for a camel to enter
through the eye of a needle
than for a rich person to en-
ter the kingdom of
God.” (Matthew 19:24) “For
where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also.” No-
tice that our hearts follow our
treasures, not the other way
around. As Christians, God
calls us to invest our treas-
ures in His Kingdom to en-
sure that the gospel is
preached and the sacraments
are administered. He calls us

to share all good things with
the one who teaches us the
doctrines of Christ. He calls us
to be generous in giving to the
church, for it is more blessed
to give than to receive.

So where is your treasure? If it
is not invested in the kingdom
of God, then the only response
is repentance – a conversion of
the heart – and to begin doing
just that. And as our Lord
promised, where your treasure
is there your heart will be also.

This is not to say that you earn
your way into heaven. It is
simply to say that as Chris-
tians, those who have been
made to be temples of the Holy
Spirit, who have been given a
new life in Christ, who are
dead to sin and now alive in
Him, we are actually to live –
think (conversion of the
mind), do (conversion of the
purse), and be (conversion of
the heart) – a new life in Him.
And when you fail, know that
God in Christ loves and for-
gives you and still calls you
away from that and to Himself.
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What are your
favorite hymns?

Every congregation speaks the
same way, "we like familiar
hymns." But, rarely do we
mean the same thing. Please
take a minute in the next few
weeks to jot a list of your favor-
ite hymns for the office. The
index in the hymnal on p. 1017
lists hymns by the first line,
which can be more memorable
than the title. Please include
the LSB numbers with your
list. For bonus points, look for
something in every season of
the church year: Advent,
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent,
Easter, & Trinity/Pentecost.

Dustin and Kelly Blackwell and daughters Corbyn
and Laramie
P O Box 54
La Grange, Texas 78945-0054
His cell:  (512) 717-1335   Her cell:  (512) 629-5405
His email:  dustinblackwell85@yahoo.com
Her email:  kfaldyn@yahoo.com

Aaron and Coni Mouton and daughters Lilly, Lyllah,
and Lia
440 E Lower Line St
La Grange, TX  78945-2854
His cell:  (409) 728-8303 Her cell:  (281) 352-8448
His email:  dustinblackwell85@yahoo.com
Her email:  coni.mouton@gmail.com
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JUNE MEETING
Monday, June 7th Multipurpose Room at 5:30 PM

(No refreshments will be served)
Welcome Janice Teinert
Devotion Janice Teinert
Pantry Item Bag of Dried Beans
Mite Prayer Joan Miertschin
BUSINESS MEETING Call to Order

National Convention, Lexington, KY, June 24-27
Church Cleaning?
Order 50 lbs Noodles Camp Lone Star Jul 25 BBQ
July 25th Barbecue
Send cards to shut-ins & nursing g home residents

JUNE BIRTHDAYS (8)  Amy Lochte, (21) Barbara Hofmann
JULY ANNIVERSARIES (5) Brenda Fischer, 6) Margie Buscha, (9) Tina Bretting,

(9) Janice Teinert, (12) Leah Wolf, (14) Faye Winkler, (19)
Shery Dunk,  (27) Dolores Votaw, (29) Ruby Fehrle

During this pandemic, in person Guild Meetings are announced on a month to month basis as needed.
Everyone is invited to attend Guild Meetings (when scheduled) in the Multipurpose Room at 5:30 PM on
the first Monday of each month. All volunteers and support of our projects are greatly appreciated.  Con-
tact our Member Development Committee - Karen Fitch, or any Guild member or feel free to call the
Church Office at 968-3938 for more information.

THE  MARY MARTHA GUILD MINUTE

HAPPY SCRAPPERS – QUILTING FOR LUTHERAN RELIEF

The Happy Scrappers will meet in the “Blue” Fellowship House
at ten o’clock AM, Monday morning, June 7th to plan and re-
sume its future activities in the new location.  The handicapped
entrance is located at the back of the House so for your conven-
ience please park in the open space located nearby.  Social dis-
tancing can be practiced and face masks are optional.
Everyone interested in just checking out the Blue Fellowship
House or joining in the activities of the Happy Scrappers is invit-
ed.   No sewing or quilting skills are required – only an interest-
ed in helping and participating in Christian service and fellow-
ship. There are various stages in making a quilt and with many
helping hands, the process will move faster.

Due to the pandemic, the 2020 Ingathering and shipment of our Lutheran World Relief Projects
(quilts, school kits and personal care kits) was moved from the spring of the year to the first week in
November.  The 2021 Personal Care Kits are ready and packed, in mid-summer supplies for School
Kits will be collected and hopefully we will have a good supply of quilts ready for the next November
shipment.
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For Your Information
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The number of clients seeking food assistance from AMEN has leveled off since the
record highs during the last half of  2020, when monthly numbers ranged from 321
to 432 families.  For February 2021, 257 families (734 individuals) were served; for
March 2021, 252 families (670 individuals) were served.

Donations of shelf-stable food items, as well as bounty from Spring gardens, are al-
ways appreciated.  (Unfortunately, we cannot accept home canned items.)  Dona-
tions may be dropped off at the Pantry on Thursday mornings, 10:00 am to 12:00
noon.  Mt. Calvary members may continue to place food donations in the plastic bin
in the church narthex.

Looking ahead to the remainder of the year, Mt. Calvary Volunteers are scheduled to work at the
Food Pantry on:

 June 7 -- 8:30 - 10:30 am
 July 12 -- 10:30 am - 12:30 pm
 August 23 -- 8:30 - 10:30 am
 October 4 -- 8:30 - 10:30 am
 November 15 -- 8:30 - 10:30 am
 December 13 -- 8:30 - 10:30 am

Volunteers should plan to arrive 10 minutes early to complete COVID protocols (e.g. tempera-
ture check, etc). Masks are required in the building.

Contact Stell (979-966-2319) or Bev (979-250-1718) if you have any questions.

The Path of Error in the Church
By Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison - LCMS President

Recent events in the ELCA (the consecration of the first transgender bishop) got me thinking about the chal-
lenge of truth and error in the church. I have very rarely commented on events in the ELCA and will not do so
now. But I've been thinking of all those faithful men and women in predecessor Lutheran bodies which finally
formed the ELCA. My thoughts also turn to those who were conscience bound to leave the LCMS in the 1970's
over the question of the nature and authority of the Scriptures and its consequent teachings.

The great Charles Porterfield Krauth comes to mind. Surely, along with Walther, the greatest of the 19th cen-
tury American Lutherans. I think CFW has the edge here, primarily because he founded a church which
through his tenacity, has managed to hold to its original public confession of the sacred scriptures and the
Book of Concord, derived therefrom. But here's Krauth:

"Our Church is a liberal Church, in the true sense; she is liberal with what belongs to her, but not liberal in
giving away her Master's goods, contrary to His order. The truth, in its minutest part, she does not trifle with.
For herself and her children, she must hold it with uncompromising fidelity. But she heartily believes, that,
even where some portion of the truth is lost or obscured, God may, through what is left, perpetuate a Christian
life. She believes that God has His own blessed ones, kept through His almighty grace, through all Christen-
dom…

When error is admitted into the Church, it will be found that the stages of its progress are always three. It be-
gins by asking toleration. Its friends say to the majority: You need not be afraid of us; we are few, and weak;
only let us alone; we shall not disturb the faith of the others. The Church has her standards of doctrine; of
course we shall never interfere with them; we only ask for ourselves to be spared interference with our private

(Continued on page 6)
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(continued from page 1)

Gender dysphoria claims the lead line in almost every story these days.  It’s a spot in which the individual, public
life of Christians intersects with the secular function of the church.  It is certainly reasonable for Christians to
treat these people in the kindest way. That can mean seeking to use preferred pronouns as requested.

This is not significantly different than referring to a man whose given name is Jonathan by the nickname Jack. It's
quite common among certain families in the northeast for this nickname shift to happen. Folks will often go by a
middle name rather than a first name. When we are introduced to new people, most of us will introduce ourselves
with a name we prefer to be called. When a medical or academic doctor introduces themselves with that title, it is
kind and appropriate to address them that way.

The use of a person’s title or absence of title, first name or last name, or identified pronoun is a useful way to
speak. This is how Christians in loving kindness should interact with the world around them.

Within the church, the same is not true. How we get to this end is a muddy, and difficult path. But, we should ad-
dress folks as God created them and encourage them to identify themselves in the same way. (If you’re reading
this article, drop me a note to identify your favorite wild flower).

[The days may be coming soon when persecution reaches your door. In other communities, folks are suffering
from harm for the crime of “misgendering” people. This is a looming failure in our society. The church will have to
fight the battle against criminalizing or otherwise penalizing plain speech. And, we may find ourselves mingled in
it too. For the moment, thanks be to God, those battles lie in the future.]

For this time, let us treat people with kindness. Be patient with those apart for the Word of God. Pray that Word
convicts sin, turns us from it, and points ever to Jesus alone for salvation.

Dear Baptized, bless the Lord of creation! Thanks be to God!

Pastor

opinions. Indulged in this for a time, error goes on to assert equal rights. Truth and error are two balancing
forces. The Church shall do nothing which looks like deciding between them; that would be partiality. It is
bigotry to assert any superior right for the truth. We are to agree to differ, and any favoring of the truth, be-
cause it is truth, is partisanship. What the friends of truth and error hold in common is fundamental. Any-
thing on which they differ is ipso facto non-essential. Anybody who makes account of such a thing is a dis-
turber of the peace of the church. Truth and error are two co-ordinate powers, and the great secret of church-
statesmanship is to preserve the balance between them. From this point error soon goes on to its natural
end, which is to assert supremacy. Truth started with tolerating; it comes to be merely tolerated, and then
only for a time. Error claims a preference for its judgments on all disputed points. It puts men into positions,
not as at first in spite of their departure from the Church’s faith, but in consequence of it. Their recommen-
dation is that they repudiate the faith, and position is given them to teach others to repudiate it, and to make
them skillful in combating it." The Conservative Reformation and Its Theology, 1871, pp. 193-4.

News of the defection from Scripture in the ranks of what has hitherto been Lutheranism, is cause for noth-
ing so much as self reflection and repentance on our part, on my part. Sasse often noted at great moments of
failure in the church, that "our witness was too weak." He also said many times that "the confession can not
be passed from one generation to the next like an old book. It must be lived." In these grey and latter days -
prophesied by our Lord and Savior Himself - our Lord calls us to repentance. "Repent, for the kingdom of
God is at hand!" Do we know the Scriptures like our fathers and mothers in the faith? Do we know the Cate-
chism? Do we know the Augsburg Confession like the laity of old MIssouri? Do we know the Book of Concord
and its crystal clear teaching of Grace and alone, faith alone, Christ alone, Scrpture alone? Every Lutheran
should read the Formula of Concord Article II on "free will." It's the greatest biblical resource for our clear
witness to Christ to our family and friends!

Lord have mercy upon us. Give us zeal for the Sacred Scriptures. Cause us to despise the wisdom of the world

(Continued from page 5)

(Continued on page 7)
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PRESCHOOL PLAYGROUND EXPANSION PLANNED

The Preschool is looking at expanding the playground area to better serve not only the preschool
children but members of the church as well.

Playgrounds provide physical activities for all children in a safe, supervised setting. School play-
grounds also provide physical activity that can reduce stress and anxiety on children by providing
various types of opportunities that will improve attention and motivation.

“This new play structure will also work hand in hand with our Ready Bodies Motor Lab Program that
we use to help our students develop gross motor skills in order to improve their core stability which

in turn helps prepare
them for classroom tasks
such as sitting, reading
and writing,” said Lori
Hollek, Preschool Direc-
tor. “It is our goal to help
develop a strong founda-
tion for the children both
in body and spirit.”

The Preschool has raised
$12,500 of the $28,000
needed to complete this
expansion. If you would
like to make a donation to
help fund this project,
please contact Lori Hollek
or Becky Weikel.

The Preschool thanks you
for your support!

and embrace the wisdom and words of Christ. "If you continue in my word, you shall know the truth and the
truth shall make you free." Let us joyfully confess Christ in the Small Catechism, and Book of Concord, and
hold ourselves accountable as we pledge in the baptism rite, in confirmation, in ordinations and consecration
rites!

It is a lie that we can be evangelical without being doctrinal. Every word of John 3:16 is doctrinal. "For God
(doctrine of God the Father, the Trinity), so loved, (doctrine of grace), the world (doctrine of sin, creation, fall)
that He gave (grace; doctrine of the sending of Christ) His only begotten Son (doctrine of Christ, Christology,
Christ as God and Man), so that whoever believes in Him (faith alone, grace alone), has eternal life (doctrine
of heaven and hell). The Bible asserts doctrine on every page. And that doctrine is Christ. He said about the
scriptures, "These are they which testify about me."

O Lord, as we see your church torn by defection from your Words, cause us to tremble and repent of our own
failures, for not taking your word and confession seriously in our own lives. Cause your words spoken by Isai-
ah to be true of us. Amen.

"But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word."
Isaiah 66

Source: https://www.facebook.com/matt.harrison.1614460/posts/10225215574207310

(Continued from page 6)
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There are wolves at work, harming the sheep within Christianity.  This is an example of public teaching
from prominent leaders in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  If you have friends or
family in the ELCA that disagree with the rapid trajectory of their governing church body, please encourage
them to join us instead.

The first trans bishop was elected in an ELCA Sierra Pacific Synod on May 8, 2021 and will be installed on
Sept 11, 2021 for a six-year term.  The Sierra Pacific Synod is akin to the Texas, English, or other Districts of
the LCMS.  And, their synod bishops are akin to our district presidents. This person, Megan Rohrer, is now a
significant leader and voice of authority within the ELCA. [source: ELCA website]

Concerning the election, Megan says, “The first council of Nicaea’s first action was to try to limit the leader-
ship roles of trans pastors and bishops. I’m grateful the Lutherans of the @sps_elca are beginning to disman-
tle this and some of the other hurdles BIPOC [black, indigenous, and people of color] and LGBTQ [Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transexual, and Queer] pastors encounter.” [source: The Daily Wire]

[There were seven ecumenical councils before the great schism between Eastern and Western Christianity.
All Christians have treated those councils as normative to the Christian church.]

The specific edict refenced here is the first canon of the First Council of Nicaea (325 AD).  It reads: “Eunuchs
may be received into the number of clergy, but those who castrate themselves shall not be received.” The
council drew a distinction between those who were victims of the horrific, ancient slavery practice of castra-
tion of slaves and voluntary castration by pagans. Some slaves were castrated for various reasons revolving
around purity of noble bloodlines. Pagans castrated themselves as a sacrificial act towards their gods. Often
these eunuchs were also pagan clergy.

This canon was derived from the prohibitions and expectations for clergy (overseers, deacons, and presbyters)
in the pastoral epistles of St. Paul.  Encouragement, direction, and prohibitions for the pastoral office can be
found in 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus. Texts like the following inform our understanding of the office.

“The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. Therefore, an
overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respecta-
ble, hospitable, able to teach.” [1 Timothy 3:1-2]

Men who will serve as Pastors must meet these standards. It’s worth noting that St. Paul already narrows the
field from those men available to serve in his own time. The common practice of plural marriage was excluded
for men aspiring to serve as pastor.

The consistent break-down of the pastoral office and the Word of God by the leadership of the ELCA under-
mines the Gospel itself.  If God’s Word isn’t true in describing what pastor ought to be and how they are to
conduct themselves, what confidence can we have in any other part of the Word and promises of God? None.

God’s Word is true. His promises are sure.  Just as we ought to obey His commands, so too He will continue
to deliver our promised salvation.

There will be much more of their own words concerning prominent ELCA teachers in coming months.  Our
friends shouldn’t be left in the clutches of wolves, if we can still appeal to them.

— Pastor
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Congratulations
to Gus Herbrich,
who was award-

ed numerous
scholarships!
Pictured here
are just a few!

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF MAKES A DIFFERENCE
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

The 2021 Personal Care Kit Project for LWR, which started in March, was completed in early May with the as-
sembly and packing of 132 kits.   Each kit consists of a towel, two bars of soap, a comb, nail clippers and a
toothbrush.  FYI - toothpaste is no longer included but added by the receiving sponsor at point of delivery to
needy individuals.
Thanks to everyone for their generous donations which included $265.00 in cash, approximately 265 bars of
soap and a $250.00 Thrivent Action Team Grant for supplies.  After all supplies were purchased, there was a
balance remaining of $40.00, which has been placed in the LWR Shipping Fund.
Pictured assisting with the assembly of the kits are Sharyn Lueker, Stell Midgett, Nancy Lehmann and Marilyn
Spillane.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Gus Herbrich
Luis Sanchez

2 3 4 5
Gary Johnson
Pat Michael
Daniel &
Brenda Fischer
(39 yrs)

6
Gabby
Hollek

7 8
Amy Lochte

9
Sherri Coufal
Lily Pietsch
Donnie & Tina
Bretting (14
yrs)
Lee & Janice
Teinert (48 yrs)

10
James
Herbrich

11 12
Frank & Leah
Wolf (28 yrs)

13
Ava Almanza
Aleisha
McCoy
Susannah
Mikulin
Richard &
Krystal
Synatschk
(12 yrs)

14 15
Daniel &
Teresa
Boening (36
yrs)
Lummus &
Agnes Hannes
(58 yrs)

16
Quirt & Aleisha
McCoy (20 yrs)

17 18
Gladys
Ahlschlager
Arthur Becker

19
Richard
Synatschk

20
Mia Davis

21
Barbara
Hofmann

22 23
Becky Krenek
Shane & Kim
Pietsch (14 yrs)

24 25
Gary Diers
Frances
Hentschel
Willie & Terri
Ahlschlager (33
yrs)

26
Becky & Philip
Weikel (22 yrs)

27
Hannah
Wilson
Charles &
Dolores
Votaw (57
yrs)

28 29
Glenda
Midgett
Martha
Pietsch
Charles &
Sylvia Hebert
(30 yrs)

30
Randy Albers
John Bartek
Barry Buscha
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Prayer of Christian Sympathy for the family
and friends of Diane Faye Rosenberg, who
went to her eternal rest on May 14th; and for
the family and friends of Faye Thomas (Betty
Pecora’s sister), who went to her eternal rest on
May 17th.
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