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Is December 25th the right day for Christmas? 
 
Every year we Christians are inundated with claims that December 25th isn’t 
the right day for Christmas.  That Christianity co-opted pagan festival dates 
as their own.  That all of the church calendar was a marketing scheme to 
pull pagans into different celebrations and covert them.  These claims are 
not true.  They are manufactured to sow doubt. 
 
December 25th is a very accurate date for celebrating Christ’s birth.  Chris-
tians initially celebrated the birth of Jesus on the same day as the Easter 
Triduum.  (Triduum means three days, namely Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and the Vigil of Easter).  This stemmed from an early church prac-
tice of recognizing a saint’s death date as the same date of their birth.  The 
ancients seemed to like the symmetry of it. 
 
When Christianity began to recognize Christ’s birth as a different day.  The 
dates in December popped up quite quickly.  Hippolytus of Rome argued for 
December 25th, in the early 200s AD.   St. John Chrysostom seems to have 
closed additional discussion, declaring December 25th the right date in the 
300s AD.  There is reasonable amount of data that supports the claim. 
 
Zechariah served in the temple with his kinsmen, the sons of Abijah.  They 
served in the 8th month of the Jewish year.  Nissan, the 1st month, falls be-
tween early March and early April, and identifies the moveable feast of 
Easter.  The 8th month falls between mid-October and mid-November. 
 
Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on 
duty, according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to 
enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense… And when his time of ser-
vice was ended, he went to his home.  After these days his wife Elizabeth 
conceived, and for five months she kept herself hidden, saying, “Thus the 
Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my 
reproach among people.” (Luke 1:8-9, 23-25) 
 
After these days, Elizabeth conceived.  We’ll assume an earlier date within 
the window, as the church fathers likely did.  So, Elizabeth conceives 
around October 25th.  Now, we leap forward to the sixth month of Eliza-
beth’s pregnancy and find this in the text. 
 

 

A Little Note from Pastor’s Study 



 

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.  And 
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month 
with her who was called barren.  For nothing will be impossible with God.”  And Mary said, 
“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel de-
parted from her.  In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in 
Judah, and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. (Luke 1:35-40) 
 
Mary conceives around March 25th. Then she visits Elizabeth, who is in the sixth month.  John the 
Baptizer will be born around June 25th.  Six months more will bring us to the next event. 
 
And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.  And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn.  And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. (Luke 2:6-8) 
 
Jesus’s birth on December 25th is a thoroughly reasonable estimate.  Early Christians’ selection of 
the date of Jesus’s birth seems to have been primarily influenced by the scriptures and some simple 
mathematics.  Now, the date may not be entirely accurate.  There are around 30 days of wiggle 
room in the start of the calculation.  But, December 25th is the right time of year.  It’s at least very 
close to the right day, if not exactly correct, which is also possible. 
 
Dear Christians, let us prepare our hearts and rejoice at our Savior’s birth.  
 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Pastor 

The baptism of Lillian Marie Brooks took place on December 12th.   
Parents of Lillian are Trevor and Kayley Brooks.   
Sponsors were Alyssa Jenke and Joshua Hill.   
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’Tis More Blessed to 
Give Than to Receive 
 
“In all things I have 
shown you that by 
working hard in this 
way we must help the 
weak and remember 
the words of the Lord 
Jesus, how he himself 
said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to 
receive.’ ” (Acts 20:35)  
 
And indeed, it is. Does 
this not strike a chord that 
resonates in us all? Which 
of us can’t recall the look 
of surprise and thanks for 
the Christmas gifts that 
we labored to give to those 
whom we love? And the 
joy written on their face 
when that gift is received 
with thanksgiving means 
more than all the gifts we 
have received. It is more 
blessed to give than to re-
ceive.  
 
Our Lord knew this be-
cause He practiced it. He 
gave of Himself – sparing 
not even His life in death 
– in order to give us back 
to our Father in heaven. 
He knew that in giving 
you get more because joy 
is multiplied in giving. 
The one who receives and 
the one who gives both 
rejoice in what is given 
and received. And, what is 
more, the one who re-
ceives only wants to give 
back to the one who gave 
so generously in thanks-
giving.  
 
So it is with our tithes and 
offerings in church. We 

want to give because we 
have received from God all 
that we are and all that we 
have. Our giving does not 
originate in what we must 
do to earn God’s favor. We 
have God’s favor because 
of His gift of His Son, giv-
en through Word and Sac-
rament. Thus, we are made 
free from the compulsion 
of giving so that our tithes 
and offering are freely giv-
en in thanksgiving for 
what God has so generous-
ly given to us.  
 
Why then does the church 
struggle to make budgets? 
Why does the church al-
ways seem stretched so 
thin when it is the place 
where God continually 
gives us His forgiveness of 
sins? Why does the church 
struggle when God, out of 
love for us, generously 
pours out His grace and 
mercy? 
 
It is because we are sin-
ners. Our fallen nature 
makes us selfish and mi-
serly. It leads us to believe 
that we can have our cake 
and eat it, too. Because of 
sin, we want God’s grace 
and mercy; we want His 
blessings of body and soul. 
But we don’t want to share 
it with those around us. 
We want to remain com-
fortable in our own self-
contained, neat, and tidy 
lives – without the head-
aches of loving those 
around us by helping them 
in their time of need.  
 
“Remember the words of 
the Lord Jesus, how he 

himself said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to re-
ceive.’ ” Remember that 
God has placed you in a 
church, not only to receive 
His grace and mercy, but to 
press His eternal and tem-
poral blessings into service 
to your neighbor.  
 
Your tithes and offerings 
ensure that those around 
you have a pastor to preach 
the life-saving and life-
giving Word of God. They 
ensure that the lights, heat, 
and air-conditioning are 
working. They ensure there 
is water for Holy Baptism 
as well as bread and wine 
for Holy Communion. They 
even ensure that your pas-
tor has food and clothing 
and presents for his own 
family. The gifts of God are 
immeasurable. They multi-
ply and redound to every-
one’s good as the fish and 
loaves in the feeding of the 
five thousand.  
 
So, remember the words of 
the Lord Jesus: “It is more 
blessed to give than to re-
ceive.” And remember the 
joy that attended the gifts 
you gave at Christmas. This 
same joy attends your gifts 
to the church. 
-LCMS Stewardship Minis-

try:lcms.org/stewardship 
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https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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Monday, January 3r  Multipurpose Room 
   Fellowship Time – 5:30 PM 
   Business Meeting – 6:00 PM 
Welcome  Beverly Albers 
Devotion  Janice Teinert 
Pantry Item  New Twin, flat bed sheet OR Cereal 
Mite Prayer  Stell Midgett 
 
BUSINESS MEETING Call to Order   
Project/Activity  Review 2022 Yearbook Information 
   Memorial for deceased members 
   Weekly LWR Happy Scrappers 
 
 BIRTHDAYS  (10) Faye Winkler; (19) Karen Fitch  
   (29) Marilyn Spillane 
ANNIVERSARIES      (2) Debbie Wilson  
     
Everyone is invited to attend Guild Meetings in the Multi-purpose Room at 5:30 PM on the first Monday of each 
month. All volunteers and support of our projects are greatly appreciated.  Contact our Member Development Com-
mittee - Karen Fitch, or any Guild member or feel free to call the Church Office at 968-3938 for more information.   

THE  MARY MARTHA GUILD MINUTE 

The baptism of Bowen Lee Schnell took place on November 28th.   
Parents are Brandon and Christa Schnell.   
Sponsors were Justin Schnell and Lauren & Kyle Rinald.   

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTED THE  
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CHILDREN'S GIFT DRIVE.  

There was a very generous collection of children's toys delivered in three large garbage bags to the Sheriff's Office for 
distribution to community children through the Deputy Santa Program.   
The Angel three was also a great success with specific gifts for seven young children in foster care under 
the supervision of the Fayette County Welfare Board.  These gifts are distributed by CASA (children's advocates).  A 
generous collection of snacks was also delivered to CASA for distribution as they make their deliveries to the foster 
families. 
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For Your Information 

V O L U M E  1 1 ,  I S S U E  9    

For the month of November 2021, the Pantry served 249 families (678 individuals), compared to 376 
families (1,095 individuals) in November 2020.  Note: As of January 1, 2022, face masks will no long-
er be required in the building. 
 
From January 1 - December 12, 2021, 526 pounds of food and $1,840.00 in monetary gifts (used to 
purchase items in short supply)  were collected at Mt. Calvary Church and Preschool for the AMEN 
Food Pantry (e.g., Souper Bowl, Thanksgiving Ingathering, Mary Martha Guild monthly donations, 
and items placed in marked bin throughout the year). These figures do not include donations that 
members delivered directly to the Pantry, such as 45 half-gallon jugs fresh milk and 350 pounds 
canned sweet corn.  Reminder: the Pantry is open on Thursday mornings, 10:00 am - 12:00 noon to 
receive donations only (no client shopping).   
 
Sincere thanks for all the generous support demonstrated by your gifts in 2021.  We pray for God ’s 
continued blessings on the combined efforts in our community to help provide for the hungry among 

               us. 
             Mt. Calvary and Shared Lutheran Ministries Volunteers are scheduled to work at the  
             AMEN Food Pantry on Monday, January 31.  If you are interested in learning more about the 
               Food Pantry and/or looking for opportunities to volunteer, please contact Stell (979-966-2319) or  
               Beverly (979-250-1718). 

The Happy Scrappers will continue their quilting activities in the “Blue” Fel-
lowship House at 9:30 AM, 859 North Franklin Street on Monday, January 
10th.   
 
Please use the handicapped entrance located at the back of the House for your 
convenience and safety.  Parking space is located nearby.  Social distancing can 
be practiced and face masks are optional. Attendees may bring a refreshment 
to share for the noon time lunch.   
 
Everyone interested in just checking out the Blue Fellowship House or joining 

in the activities of the Happy Scrappers is invited.  No sewing or quilting skills are required—only an inter-
est in helping and participating in Christian service and fellowship.  There are various stages in making a 
quilt and with many helping hands, the process will move faster.  We have a variety of supplies on hand; 
however, additional donations are always appreciated. 

 
Please join us for a 90th Birthday Celebration Honoring 

Viola Faye Winkler 
Saturday, January 8, 2022, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm Come & Go Lunch 

Texas Czech Heritage Center, Fairgrounds Rd, La Grange 
RSVP by Jan 5, 2022.  Call or text Karen Pietsch 979-966-3101 or Sherry Winkler 512-393-4299 

No Gifts Please!!   

   TEXAS DISTRICT CHURCH EXTENSION FUND - 2022 
The arrival of the New Year makes us pause to reflect on its challenges and opportunities in 2022, such as thoughts about your 
family, your health, your job, investments and saving for retirement.  This could also be the time to consider investing in the Texas 
District Church Extension Fund, established in 1888, which continues to provide low cost funding for new buildings and expansion 
of the Texas LCMS congregations.  If you already are an investor, you may consider adding to your investment in one of the ac-
counts listed below. 
CEF Investor Representatives look forward to the opportunity to assist you with your savings and investments.  For information or 
assistance, please call Texas District CEF at 888-951-1233 or visit their website at texascef.org and the IRA site: texascef.org/
ira.html or contact local CEF Rep, Jeanette Huelsebusch @ 979-968-3829. 
CHECK OUT YOUR SAVING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE NEW YEAR 

Flex Savings Account 
Rainy Day Fund 
Fixed Rate Term Notes – one, three & five year options 
Floating Rate Term Notes – one, three & five year options 
Individual Retirement Accounts, Traditional Roth, ESA, SEP & SIMPLE Plans 
Kid’s Savings 
Congregational Savings & Building Fund 
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For those outside the church and those in our midst, the answer to our complaints and questions can often be so easy 
that it escapes our notice.  Plain as the nose on our face, we still miss it. 
 
“I don’t feel like people at my church know me/want to talk to me.” 
 
Have you tried going to church more often?  We tend to engage with folks we see on a regular basis.  The folks there are 
more likely to notice you, when they see you more.  The folks there are going to feel like you’re interested in them, 
when they see you more often.  Give them a chance.  You may be surprised.  Some of us are shy too. 
 
“I will thank you in the great congregation; in the mighty throng I will praise you.” (Psalm 35:18) 
 
“The hymns/songs are unfamiliar/hard to sing.” 
 
Have you tried struggling through singing them?  Have you tried being in the house of God more often to hear and 
learn the hymns you know less well?  There are around 600 hymns in our hymnal (https://www.cph.org/c-2810-
lutheran-service-book.aspx?utm_term=lutheran%20service%20book&utm_campaign=%5BGrant%5D+-+Search+-
+Traffic+-
+Lutheran+Service+Book&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=7966118172&hsa_cam=10215300226
&hsa_grp=100879477574&hsa_ad=442482798621&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-329903827644&hsa_kw=lutheran%
20service%20book&hsa_mt=b&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3). Some share tunes, but let’s assume there are 450 
unique tunes.  When you find one you don’t know, try this.  Search for the hymn on YouTube, Rumble, Odyssee, 
Vimeo, Twitch, or the like.  You will find videos with which you may sing along to learn a new hymn. 
 
In the long-long ago, we had to take our hymnals to a piano.  I did this for most of my youth and young adult life.  
Plunking out a melody the old-fashioned way still works too.  These hymns are our heritage, and are worth your time in 
learning. 
 
The hymns in our hymnal are carefully selected to contain only true Christian doctrine using the words and concepts of 
the scriptures themselves.  They are suggested for use and chosen to reinforce the lessons of each Sunday ’s scriptural 
themes.  Each one may not be your favorite.  But, each one is good and useful in teaching us the faith. 
 
“Blessed are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise! … For a day in your courts is better than a thou-
sand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.” (Psalm 
84:4, 10) 
 
“The liturgy is confusing.  I don’t know what page to turn to or when.” 
 
Have you tried attending church more frequently?  At Mt. Calvary, we use two settings of the Divine Service, and 
switch between them 4 times each year.  Divine Service, setting Three (LSB 184) is used for the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany, and the 1st half of Trinity each year.  Divine Service, setting 2 (LSB 167) is used for the seasons of 
Lent, Easter, and the 2nd half of Trinity each year. 
 
Many other churches observe similarly long use of the settings of the Divine Service throughout the year.  The service is 
quite literally the same each Sunday.  The more we attend, the more familiar we will become.  Also, when you know 
what is going on and see someone else struggling, help them to find their way. 
 
“O Lord, I love the habitation of your house and the place where your glory dwells.” (Psalm 26:8)  
 
“I don’t know how to contact the office/my elder/pastor.” 
 
Have you tried coming to church?  The office number and email are on the front of every bulletin, every Sunday.  They 
are also on the website.  The church can be contacted by phone, text, through social media, via the website, email, snail 
mail, and in person during office hours.  We don’t make a habit of concealing the methods of communication. 
 
“In my distress I called upon the Lord; to my God I cried for help. From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry to 
him reached his ears.” (Psalm 18:6) 
 

These articles are reprinted from the “Ask Pastor” column in the weekly email blasts, especially 
for those who do not receive email. 

Have You Tried Going To Church? 



 

“I don’t feel like Pastor knows who I am.” 
 
Have you tried coming to church more often?  Every pastor’s life actually revolves around preaching, teaching, and serv-
ing the people of God, in the Lord’s house on Sunday mornings (or it should).  Putting your face in front of his more of-
ten will increase the likelihood that he’ll be able to get to know you.  He’s also accessible via the contact methods listed 
above throughout the week.  But, his primary day will always be Sunday.  Those people will always be his people. 
 
“Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the company of the upright, in 
the congregation.” (Psalm 111:1) 
 
Here is an incomplete list of additional psalm references. 

 
-Pastor 
 
“But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house. I will bow down toward your holy temple in 
the fear of you.” (Psalm 5:7) 
 
“The Lord is in his holy temple; the Lord's throne is in heaven; his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of 
man.” (Psalm 11:4) 
 
“I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you… From you comes my praise 
in the great congregation; my vows I will perform before those who fear him.”  (Psalm 22:22,25) 
 
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the  house of 
the Lord forever.” (Psalm 23:6) 
 
“One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my 
life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple.” (Psalm 27:4) 
 
“The voice of the Lord makes the deer give birth and strips the forests bare, and in his temple all cry, ‘Glory!’” (Psalm 
29:9) 
 
“They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink from the river of your delights.” (Psalm 36:8) 
 
“I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; behold, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, 
O Lord. I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; I 
have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great congregation.” (Psalm 40:9-10) 
 
“These things I remember, as I pour out my soul: how I would go with the throng and lead them in procession to 
the house of God with glad shouts and songs of praise, a multitude keeping festival.” (Psalm 42:4) 
 
“We have thought on your steadfast love, O God, in the midst of your temple.” (Psalm 48:9) 
 
“But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God. I trust in the steadfast love of God forever and ever.” (Psalm 52:8) 
 
“We used to take sweet counsel together; within God's house we walked in the throng.” (Psalm 55:14) 
 
“Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts! We shall be satisfied with the goodness of 
your house, the holiness of your temple! … Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts! We 
shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, the holiness of your temple!” (Psalm 65:4, 29) 
 
“I will come into your house with burnt offerings; I will perform my vows to you.” (Psalm 66:13) 
 
“Bless God in the great congregation, the Lord, O you who are of Israel's fountain!” (Psalm 68:26) 
 
“Remember your congregation, which you have purchased of old, which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your herit-
age! Remember Mount Zion, where you have dwelt.” (Psalm 74:2) 
 
“They are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the courts of our God.” (Psalm 92:13) 
 
“Your decrees are very trustworthy; holiness befits your house, O Lord, forevermore.” (Psalm 93:5) 
 
“Let them extol him in the congregation of the people, and praise him in the assembly of the elders.” (Psalm 107:32) 
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Why Do Some Churches Use Blue For 
Advent Rather Than Purple? 
 
It’s true that some churches use blue for Advent and 
some use purple.  Which one is right, which is better? 
 
First, neither is right and the other wrong.  In Christian 
freedom we have options of saying the creed before or 
after the sermon, collecting the offering before or after 
the prayer of the church, and using blue or purple in 
advent. 
 
The use of blue for Advent is often attributed to Europe-
an Marianist cultish worship or pseudo-worship of St. 
Mary, the Mother of our Lord.  To some degree that may 
contain truth.  But, I suspect the source is a little deeper 
than that.  Some will also point to a Byzantine tradition 
of blue signifying the empress.  But, there may be a 
deeper meaning still. 
 
There’s a specific reference in Numbers to the color of 
the skins on the ark of the covenant as the congregation 
of Israel carried it from place to place. Numbers, chapter 
4:5-6 says, “When the camp is to set out, Aaron and his 
sons shall go in and take down the veil of the screen and 
cover the ark of the testimony with it.  Then they shall 
put on it a covering of goatskin and spread on top of that 
a cloth all of blue, and shall put in its poles.” 
 
For our benefit Christian artists will often depict the ark 
of the covenant moving uncovered.  They do this so that 
we can see the gold, the cherubim, and the mercy seat, 
and know what it is.  But, in reality, the ark was always 
covered from our eyes while in transit. The coverings 
were of an unclear material (ram, goat, porpoise, or 
maybe dugong) that was certainly blue in color.  Moreo-
ver, no one was to touch the ark.  The unmitigated holi-
ness of God is dangerous to us in our sinful state and 
uncleanness. 
 
When King David sought to move the ark back to Jeru-
salem, he and his men saw the holiness of God in action.  
Uzzah died when he touched the ark to steady it after 
the oxen stumbled.  “So David was not willing to take 
the ark of the Lord into the city of David. But David took 
it aside to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite.  And the 
ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-edom the 
Gittite three months, and the Lord blessed Obed-edom 
and all his household.  And it was told King David, 
‘The Lord has blessed the household of Obed-edom and 
all that belongs to him, because of the ark of God.’”  [2 
Samuel 6:10-12] 
 
In his commentary on Luke, Dr. Art Just of Concordia 
Theological Seminary points out the parallel between 2 
Samuel & Luke 1. Both indicate a going up into the hill 
country.  The Israelites greet the ark with shouts of joys 
as does Elizabeth to Mary.  The blessing of the house of 
Oben-edom is reflected in Elizabeth’s being filled with 
the Holy Spirit, implying blessings on her and her home.  
Both the Ark and Mary remain for three months 
(Concordia Commentary – Luke 1:1-9:50, CPH 1996, A. 

Just, p. 72).  
 
St. Luke reports, “In those days Mary arose and went 
with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and 
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Eliza-
beth.  And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, 
the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud 
cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb!  And why is this granted to me that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me?  For behold, 
when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the 
baby in my womb leaped for joy.  And blessed is she who 
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her from the Lord.’”[Luke 1:39-45] 
 
In the Western Christian tradition, we call St. Mary “the 
mother of our Lord.” The Eastern Christian church uses 
the term: “Theotokos.”  Theotokos is a Greek term 
meaning: “God-bearer.”  The Greek term is also a spec-
tacular image for us to have in our minds.  It pictures 
something like the Ark of the Covenant. 
 
The ark was nothing but an acacia wood box, covered in 
gold and finely decorated.  The presence of God upon 
the ark made it unique.  The virgin Mary also had no 
special attributes compared with other Jewish women.  
Yet, the presence of the Lord within her caused great joy 
for Elizabeth and her unborn son, John. 
 
The presence of God in the ark looked to the ecclesia of 
Israel like a clump of blue animal skins skewered on a 
pair of poles, and carried about.  So, artists have depict-
ed Mary in a blue mantle.  The blue doesn’t indicate her 
specialty.  The blue shows us what’s in there: Christ the 
Lord, the Holy One of Israel.  Advent blue shows us 
what’s coming. 
 
Blue serves to show us a new thing.  While we prepare 
our hearts in the penitential season of Advent, God is 
delivering His Son.  The Son of Man is born to die for 
our sins.  Unlike the unmitigated holiness of God in the 
ark, God in human flesh is fully like us in flesh.  He has 
the power to heal, even by the hem of His garment.  But, 
His touch does not strike down sinners.  This blue 
points us not to Mary, the God-bearer, but to the God 
she bore. 
 
Let the blue of Advent fill us with hope. 
 
-Pastor 
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New Years' Resolution, and 2nd Chance:  We have answers for all your “I don't have time!”, “I just 
can't!”.  The questions are: What are you waiting for?  AND, why NOT?  The present MCLC volunteers (all 
four of us) are ready, and available, to work with you!  You may also say, “there is so much to remember” - 
we all go behind each other, to take up the slack, and follow through on things.  Yes, it is work – but the fel-
lowship is great (we actually have time to talk to each other, and . . . time for laughs); we take breaks, too!  If 
you are still not sure, just stop by on a Tuesday – Thursday, ask for a coordinator; let us know that you are 
just “looking/thinking”, and we will go from there.  Come see us!  2022 schedule is on the narthex hall bul-
letin board, and in the church newsletter.   (Karen Fitch, Coordinator:  979 561-6190) 
 

2022  SECOND  CHANCE WORK  SCHEDULE 
SHARED  LUTHERAN  MINISTRY/MT.  CALVARY  LUTHERAN 

 
JANUARY:  3 – all coords purge 
   4, 5, 6, 7, 8 (9-3), and Jan. 10 (9-noon) 
   31 -  all coords purge  11 – Coord mtg    13 – Bd Mtg (Crossroads) 
 
FEBRUARY:  15, 16, 17, 18, 19 (9-3), and Feb. 21 (9-noon) 
   28 – all coords purge 
 
MARCH:  28 – all coords purge  8 – Coord mtg   10 – Bd Mtg.(lst Presby) 
    29, 30, 31 (9-3) 
 
APRIL:  1, 2 (9-3), and April 4 (9-noon) 
 
MAY:   2 – all coords purge  10 – Coord Mtg.  12 – Bd Mtg (FUMC) 
   10, 11, 12, 13, 14 (9-3), and May 16 (9-noon) 
 
JUNE:   6 – all coords purge 
   21, 22, 23, 24, 25 (9-3), and June 27 (9-noon) 
 
JULY:                    SLM/MCLC not scheduled to work!  
   5- all coords purge  12 – Coord mtg        14 – Bd. Mtg (MCLC) 
 
AUGUST:  1 – all coords purge   2, 3, 4, 5, 6 (9-3), and August 8 (9-noon) 
   29 – all coords purge 
 
SEPTEMBER     6 – Coord Mtg.     8 – Bd. Mtg (Sacred Heart) 
   13, 14, 15, 16, 17 (9-3), and Sept. 19 (9-noon) 
 
OCTOBER  3 – all coords purge  25, 26, 27, 28, 29 (9-3), and Oct. 31 (9-noon) 
   31 – all coords purge 
 
NOV:       SLM/MCLC not scheduled to work!  8 – Coord Mtg  10 – Bd. Mtg (St. Paul)     
   28 – all coords purge 
 
DEC:      13, 14, 15, 16, 17 (9-3), and Dec. 19 (9-noon)  (20, 21: Joint Church  22: Sale) 
                               27, 28, 29: Joint Church    30: Joint Church Sale      
 

 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 

2 
Mark & Debbie 
Wilson (40) 

3 
Emma Herbrich 
Neil Lochte 
Rodney Stokes 

4 5 6 7 
Jonathan Cook 
A.J. Lehmann 

8 
Travis Schiwart 

9 10 
Faye Winkler 

11 12 
David Boening 
Lee Teinert 
 

13 14 15 
Joyce Boening 
Becky Krenek 
(11) 

16 
Harvey Bohot 
Luke 
Huelsebusch 
 

17 
Luke Zahradnik 
 

18 
Heath Hunger 
 

19 
Doug 
Ahlschlager 
Karen Fitch 
Blane Meek 
Charlene Stelzig 

20 21 
Jennifer 
Tarnowski 
 

22 
Josh Zuhn 
 

23 24 
Angela Dalton 
Reece Kollaja 

25 26 
Glenn 
Schneider 
 

27 28 
Joslyn Hensley 
Jason Kaspar 
 

29 
Kathy Pietsch 
Marilyn Spillane 

30 
Trey Dalton 

31      
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Prayer of Christian Sympathy for the family and 
friends of  Elizabeth Elaine Dehnert (Gladys Mach’s 
daughter) who passed away on November 26th, and 
for the family and friends of Werner “Johnny” 
Koopman, Jr. who went to his eternal rest December 
18th. 

    B I R T H D AY S  &  A N N I V E R S A R I E S  

 
FLOWER CHART OPENINGS 
 
Don’t forget that we have a Flower Chart on the  
bulletin board in the narthex hallway.  You can sign 
up to provide flowers for a special occasion or  
simply to the glory of God. 
 
Call the church office if you would like more  
information! 
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Following service on De-
cember 12th, Mt. Calvary 
members and friends (19 
joyful singers) visited, de-
livered meals, and caroled 
at homes of five shut-in 
families.  Handmade or-
naments created by the 
Sunday School children 
and LYF were given to 
each family.  A great time 
was had by all!  All were 
treated to a turkey dinner 
prepared by the Board of 
Education/Board of 
Youth/Board of Missions.   
 
Thank you to this group of 
serving hearts and voices!  

 Y4Life Summit 

Y4Life is excited to announce 
a BRAND NEW opportunity 
for high school and college 
youth: the Y4Life Summit! 

Scheduled for February 25-
27, 2022, this interactive 
conference will take place at 
Concordia University Texas 
and offers youth from across 
the nation an opportunity to 
learn about life issues, engage 
in service projects, and be-
come Gospel-motivated voices 
for life.  

Thanks to The Roy D. and 
Ingaborg G. Randolph Memo-
rial Endowment Fund, the 
Y4Life Summit is FREE!  

However, spaces are limited. 
Register before Feb. 1st. 

 

Questions?  

Contact Michelle@y4life.org. 

  

mailto:Michelle@y4life.org
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