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A Little Note from Pastor’s Study
Christian art has experienced a renaissance in the last couple of decades. The Lutheran artist responsible for our bulletin cover art, Ed Riojas,
has a broad portfolio of paintings, line drawings, lithography, and threedimensional
art
in
wood,
stone,
and
metal. (theartcurmudgeon.blogspot.com) He represents a grouping of artists
who draw their inspiration from Medieval and Renaissance liturgical art and
architecture. There is also a renewed interest in the unique iconographic art
of the Eastern Christian church including some fine examples of new creations that follow the stylistic form without being contained in the collection
of standard images.
The latter half of the 20th century was driven by Christian art, which might
be better described as graphic design. In two-dimensional art, an appealing
background image of a sunset, flowers, or a mountain crag grouped together
with a pretty script or font depicting a word or verse without context. I don’t
believe these were intended to mislead the people of God. But, We were left
to aimlessly ponder whatever pious or impious thing springs to mind without direction from the Word and the vivid descriptions in it. Threedimensional art and architecture had taken a generally utilitarian design aesthetic, plain enough to go without description. These are by no means an
evils in the church. They simply lack teaching or the broader thought we
might otherwise expect from Christian art.
The incoming tide of art in the church functions differently. We are seeing
artists who desire to share the details of the word in their work. Laudably,
some also want to teach the faith as they have received it. These artists produce some spectacular imagery, which teaches the faith. Some say that a picture is worth a thousand words. That’s one of the wonders of art that teaches. For young and old, it offers insights to our eyes that meet our understanding where it is. It also drives our own imagination to ponder the truths
God’s word has to teach us. What a fine thing it is for artists to teach us the
faith as teachers and pastors do as well.
There are still pitfalls alongside art with denser, more layered, and nuanced
imagery. The mind and the theology of the artist are worth our notice. As
with our hymnody, we should inspect and critique our art through the plain
teaching of Scripture and our theological understandings. Songs and art that
teach aspects of the faith, which conflict with our understanding ought to be
rejected regardless of their positive attributes. There are many beautiful
(Continued on page 4)
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“I am not commanding you,
but I want to test the sincerity
of your love by comparing it
with the earnestness of others. For you know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for
your sakes he became poor,
so that you through his poverty might become rich" (2
Corinthians 8:8-9).
Without commands or even
arm-twisting, St. Paul encourages, even challenges, the
Church in Corinth to demonstrate the sincerity of their
faith by their generosity in
giving. He does this because
giving generously is a gift of
the Spirit given to us through
the Gospel.
St. Paul wrote: “But just as you
excel in everything—in faith,
in speech, in knowledge, in
complete earnestness and in
your love for us—see that you
also excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). In
other words, just as we grow
in faith and speech and
knowledge of eternal things
by the Holy Spirit through the
Word of God, so also do we
grow in giving from the same
Spirit through the same Word.

The problem is that the grace
of generosity often grows
cold in us. It’s not so much
that we stop giving, but we
don’t put it first. We treat it
like all the other bills that
must be paid. It becomes a
chore, just one more thing to
check off a list of things to
do. That empties it of its spiritual power and robs us of
the joy that Christ and the
Scriptures assign to it.

Though he was rich,
yet for your sakes he
became poor, so that
you
through
his
poverty
might
become rich"
2
Corinthians 8:8-9).

On top of that, since this
generosity is linked to faith
and knowledge of divine
things, a lack of excelling in
giving is sure sign that our
faith and knowledge of God
are under attack as well.
Thus St. Paul points to the
foundation of generosity: the

generosity of Christ Himself.
Even though He was rich, He
became poor so that we who
are poor might become rich.
Thus, the incarnation, suffering, and death of our Lord on
the cross is the reason, source,
and driving force for our generosity in giving to the church.
And since Christ who was rich
became poor so that we might
be rich in His grace—of which
generous giving is part—so we
also who are rich in His grace
can excel in pressing His
grace into service toward the
gracious work of the church.
Pay attention to what you
give to the church so that you
may excel at it. And if you
find that your heart has
grown cold or indifferent toward it, immerse yourself in
God’s Word. Read it at home.
Attend Bible Class. Hear and
listen to it preached in the Divine Service. Be reminded of
what Christ has done for you
in His incarnation, suffering,
and death. For this will
strengthen your faith and
knowledge. And where that
excels, so will the grace of giving excel also.

The Preschool is teaming up with Latte Café for a
Spring fundraiser. The Preschool is selling brownies,
pecan bars, red velvet bars, or a mixed box. 1/2 dozen for $15 (with $2 going to the Preschool), and 1
dozen for $30 ($5 goes to the Preschool).
Proceeds will go towards providing the school with
new/updated playground equipment.
Order forms are available on the table in the narthex
or at the Preschool. Thank you for your support!
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THE MARY MARTHA GUILD MINUTE
Due to Covid concerns, the Guild’s in-person February meeting is cancelled. Guild members are reminded to pick up their 2021 yearbook
(orange cover) which can be found in the narthex, for committee assignments, services opportunities and birthdays/anniversaries.
FEBRUARY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
Pantry Item

Canned Fruit OR Canned Juice – COLLECTION BOX IN NARTHEX

Mites

LWML Projects – SEND TO BEVERLY ALBERS

FYI

39th Biennial Nation Convention in
Lexington, Kentucky, June 24-27, 2021

Project/Activity:

Happy Scrapper LWR Quilting in the Blue House TBA
Personal Care Kit Collection for LWR

BIRTHDAYS

(1) Shery Dunk, Sharon Pietsch; (4) Sandy Rials; (12) Susie
Polasek; (23) Sandy Polasek; (27) Leah Wolf

ANNIVERSARIES

(13) Sandy Rials

It is hoped that the Mary-Martha Guild will be able to resume regular meetings and activities in
the coming months. In the meantime, Guild members are reminded to check their 2021 Yearbook
for committee assignments and activities. Your continued support is vital during this pandemic.
Contact our Member Development Committee – Karen Fitch, or any Guild member or feel free to
call the Church Office at 968-3938 for more information.
Past
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OUR LENTEN FOCUS
Lent, the church-year season that begins on Ash Wednesday, is a time of penitence and spiritual renewal. Some
people give up a luxury or vice during Lent as a form of self
-denial; others undertake a project that benefits others.

The
point
isn’t to denigrate ourselves or to see how much we can do
without. Instead, Lent helps us reflect on Jesus’ death. As
Timothy Keller writes in The Reason for God: “The Christian Gospel is that I am so flawed that Jesus had to die for
me, yet I am so loved and valued that Jesus was glad to die
for me. This leads to deep humility and deep confidence at
the same time. It undermines both swaggering and sniveling. I cannot feel superior to anyone, and yet I have nothing to prove to anyone. I do not think more of myself nor
less of myself. Instead, I think of myself less.”
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE FAYETTE COUNTY RECORD

(Continued from page 1)
paintings showing Mary, the Mother of
Our Lord stepping on a serpent with a sacred heart in her chest and no Jesus in
sight. That’s a false teaching of Mary as Co
-Redemptrix.
Or, there are beautiful
paintings of the Holy Spirit descending as
a dove through sunlight in a forest glade
presumably upon me as I view the image. That’s a false teaching of the Spirit
working apart from the means of Baptism
and the heard Word of God.
I commend you to surround yourselves
with great art that teaches the faith. There
are a host of opportunities available to us
in the latter days. It requires study and
discernment on our part. But, the payoff
far outpaces the investment. In looking to
start broadening your vocabulary of Christian art, consider these sources: the collections of Reformation and Renaissance
Masters (Albrecht Dürer, Lucas Cranach,
Michelangelo, Raphael), the traditional
icons of the Eastern Church (start with the
life of Christ as subject matter), and modern masters (Salvador Dali, Ed Riojas, Jonathan Mayer, Kelly Schumacher, Carrie
Roberts,
Tanya
Nevin,
Kelly
Klages). Hunting in these fields will lead
you into unexpected wonders.
Dear Baptized, let our imaginations ever
be filled with the images of the glory of
God as revealed in His Word for us to hear
and learn.
Thanks be to God!
Pastor

Donna Kappler
1257 Victory Lane
Kerrville, TX. 78028-2777
Cell (979) 249-6960
MT.
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For Your Information
Sincere thanks to the Mission Board for
sponsoring the Souper Bowl ingathering for
the AMEN Food Pantry. A list of the items
being collected can be found in the Mission
Board article in this Newsletter.

With 80 to 100+ families being served most
Monday mornings, any and all donations of
shelf-stable food are greatly needed. Items
can be brought at any time and placed in the
AMEN plastic bin in the Narthex area. Your
support in helping to feed hungry families is
greatly appreciated. May God continue to bless our combined efforts.
Call Stell Midgett (979-966-2318) or Beverly Albers (979250-1718) if you wish to explore volunteer opportunities or
have other questions.

News from the
Board of Missions and
Outreach
“Souper Bowl of Caring” to
be celebrated Feb. 7 The narthex table will be available on
January 31 and February 7 for
donated food items for AMEN
(La Grange food pantry).
Items collected will receive a
special blessing on Feb. 7th for
their use and for all who receive them. Especially needed at this time: boxed cereal,
rice, cornbread mix, dried pinto
beans ((#1 or #2 bags); canned
tuna, chicken, or chili; canned
peaches, soups, peanut butter,
jelly, and saltine crackers.
What do you like to eat? Bring
it! If you come to church, and
realize that you forgot your
item at home: A basket will be
available for monetary donations.
MT.
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BASKETS OF PROMISE
This Lent please join Lutheran World Relief’s Baskets of Promise campaign with a donation of personal care items or cash for their purchase which will be used to assemble Personal Care Kits that give people around the world tools to stay healthy in life’s most challenging situations.
COLLECTION LIST
Bath towels (light weight, size 20” x 40” or 52” x 27” dark colors only
Bath-size bars of soap (3 – 4 oz. size)
Adult-size toothbrushes
Sturdy combs, no picks or fine tooth
Metal nail clippers
Cash will also be very much appreciated to help purchase items in bulk
NO Tooth Paste please
Last day to make donations is Sunday, March 21st and then all kits will be assembled and packed. For assistance or more information contact Nancy Lehmann, Marilyn Spillane, Jeanette Huelsebusch or the church office at 968-3839. Information and a collection basket are located in the Narthex.
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

TEXAS DISTRICT CHURCH EXTENSION FUND INTRODUCING

SUPER SAVERS
Our Super Savers program has been reinvented to make it more intentional and age appropriate savings opportunity for kids ages 5-18. Your children and grandchildren can learn financial responsibility, stewardship,
and discipleship and be excited about saving!
The program is divided into groups by ages, with each group having a specific name:
Ages 5-7 are Super Starters
Ages 8-11 are Super Stars
Ages 12-18 are Super Stewards
All age groups will receive a welcome letter, a welcome gift, a birthday card, and a savings goal chart.
Special gifts
Monetary gift for community service (Super Stars and Super Stewards)
Monetary gift for confirmation (Super Stewards)
All participants will earn special certificates annually by reaching specific savings goals. Plus, all Super Savers
can enter quarterly contests to win prizes!
Don’t worry! We haven’t forgotten about the little ones. Children up to age 4 will be known as L’l Savers
and will receive a quarterly newsletter and an invitation to enroll on their fifth birthday.
Visit texascef.org/super to download an enrollment form for your children or grand children. Questions?
Contact Raelyn Pracht, CEF Marketing Specialist at 512-646-1242 or rpracht@texascef.org
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Ash Wednesday (with Holy Communion)—February 17 at 6 PM
Wednesday Lenten Services at 6 PM — February 24, March 3, 10, 17, and 24
Palm Sunday Service, Sunday, March 28th at 9:00 AM
Maundy Thursday Service, April 1, 6 PM (Stripping of the altar, Holy
Communion)
Good Friday Service, Friday, April 2, 6 PM (Tenebrae service)
Easter Vigil of Holy Saturday Service and Youth Confirmation, Saturday, April
3, 6 PM
EASTER SUNDAY, April 4, 9:00 AM

Answers on page 5
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SUNDAY

7
Jamey
Olenick

14
Vastine
Michalk
Stacey
Olenick
William
Crawford &
Sandy Rials
(39 yrs)
21

MONDAY

1
Shery Dunk
Sharon
Pietsch
Michele
Stokes
Krystal
Synatschk
8
Michael
Johnson
Austin Walker

15
Brenda
Rainosek

22
Valerie
Johnson

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2
Virginia
Polasek

3
Dorothy Witt

4
Megan Hollek
Sandy Rials
Jonathan &
Marissa
Lehmann (9
yrs)

5

9
Mark
Huelsebusch
Cadence
Rinald
Jason von
Minden
Edward Votaw
16

10

11
Annie
Chapman

12
Susie Polasek
Laverne
Wittmann

13
Charles
Hebert

17
Paul
Mersiovsky

18
Josie Muske
Caleb Stokes
Kevin & Becky
von Minden
(43 yrs)

19
Hannah Sanchez
Geraldine Teinert

20
Genelda Pavlik

23
Sandy Polasek

24
Julie Cook

25
Garland
Midgett

26
Ruby Fehrle

27
Joyce Dippel
Madison
Prouty
Leah Wolf
John &
Malissa Mieth
(7 yrs)

28
Ron Glaiser
Jessica
Pietsch

6
Shane Pietsch
Joe & Wendy
Rogers (22 yrs)

Prayer of Christian Sympathy for the family and friends of Robert "Buddy" Bollmeyer (Merrilee
Zedan’s uncle), who went to his eternal home with Jesus on New Year’s Day; for the family and
friends of Sarah Ann Qualman, who went to be with Jesus on January 9 th; for the family and friends
of Albert Jakobeit (Edna Ebner’s nephew), who went to his eternal home with Christ on January
10th; for the family and friends of Melvin John Ertz (Mandy Kaspar’s father), who was taken to rest
in Christ on January 11th; for the family and friends of Sharon Kay Belota, who went to her eternal
home with Christ on January 15th; for the family and friends of Lillian Marie Pesick, who went to be
with Jesus on January 21st; for the family and friends of Dorothy E. Jago (Pastor Fitch’s sister), who
was taken to rest in Christ on January 22nd; and for the family and friends of Larry Schmidt (Rev.
John Schmidt’s father), who went to his eternal home on January 22nd.
Congratulations to Trey and Bailey Wolf, who are expecting their first child!
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9:00 AM – Worship Service
10:15 AM - Bible Class (CH)

28

9:00 AM - Worship (Communion)
10:15 AM - Bible Class ( CH )

21

9:00 AM - Worship Service (CH)
10:15 AM - Bible Class (CH)
10:15 AM – LYF Devo on & Mtg
(YR)

14

9:00 AM - Worship (Communion)
No Bible Class

7 SOUPER BOWL OF CARING SUNDAY

SUNDAY

22
9:00 AM – Mt. Calvary
volunteers at 2nd Chance

15
10:00 AM – Newsletter
Deadline

23
9:00 AM – Mt. Calvary
volunteers at 2nd
Chance
2:00 PM – Newsletter
Assembly (MPR)

16

9
6:30 PM – Board of
Elders (Multipurpose
Room)

LEGEND:
BBQ Pavilion
CC—Church Carport
CH—Church
CLS—Camp Lone Star
CPL—Church Parking Lot
EB—Educa on Building

24
9:00 AM – Mt. Calvary volunteers at 2nd Chance
10:00 AM – At-Risk Communion
(CH)
10:15 AM – Bible Class (CH)
4:30 PM – Conﬁrma on Class
(CH)
6:00 PM – Lenten Service (CH)

17
10:00 AM – At-Risk Communion
(CH)
10:15 AM – Bible Class (CH)
4:30 PM – Conﬁrma on Class
(CH)
6:00 PM – Ash Wednesday Service with Communion

10
10:00 AM – At-Risk Communion
(CH)
10:15 AM – Bible Class (CH)
4:30 PM – Conﬁrma on Class
(CH)

3
10:00 AM – At-Risk Communion
(CH)
10:15 AM – Bible Class (CH)
4:30 PM – Conﬁrma on Class
(CH)

2

1
No Mary Martha Guild or
Men’s Club Meetings

8

WEDNESDAY

TUESDAY

MONDAY

FEBRUARY 2021

FR—Finance Room
MPR—
Multipurpose Room
N—Narthex
PO—Pastor’s Office
SS—Sunday School
YR – Youth Room

25
9:00 AM – Bulle n
Deadline
9:00 AM – Mt. Calvary volunteers at
2nd Chance

26
9:00 AM – Mt.
Calvary volunteers at 2nd
Chance
11:00 AM - Bulletin Assembly
(MPR)

9
11:00 AM - Bulletin Assembly
(MPR)

11:00 AM - Bulletin Assembly
(MPR)

9:00 AM – Bulle n
Deadline

18
9:00 AM – Bulle n
Deadline

12

5
11:00 AM - Bulletin Assembly
(MPR)

FRIDAY

11

4
9:00 AM – Bulle n
Deadline

THURSDAY

27
9:00 AM –
Mt. Calvary
volunteers at
2nd Chance

20

13

6

SATURDAY

PAGE
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Jonathan Bamsch

Caleb Stokes

OPEN

LUTHERAN HOUR

FELLOWSHIP TIME

OPEN

Linda Streicher

Susie Polasek

Shery Dunk

August Pietsch

Willie Ahlschlager

Joan Miertschin

Lila Glaiser

9:00 AM

SUN 2/21
COMMUNION

Frank Wolf

OPEN

OPEN

Dorothy Witt

Shery Dunk

Dale &

Dennis Schnell

Ricky Dunk

OPEN

OPEN

William Crawford

Garland & Stell Midgett

Janice Teinert

Brenda Rainosek

Harold Streicher

Glenn Altwein

Harold Streicher, Becky Weikel

Becky Weikel

9:00 AM

9:00 AM

Brenda Fischer

SUN 2/14

SUN 2/7
COMMUNION

FLOWERS

ALTAR

SOUND

FINANCE

GREETERS

USHERS

HEAD USHERS

ELDERS

LECTORS

ACOLYTE

TIME

DATE - FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY 2021

OPEN

OPEN

Ralph Streicher

Lee Herbrrich

Beverly Albers

Dennis Winkler

Daniel Fischer

Judy Zuhn

Avery Harbers

9:00 AM

SUN 2/28
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Mt. Calvary Lutheran
Church & Preschool

NON-PROFIT ORG.
STANDARD PERMIT #50
LA GRANGE TX

800 N. Franklin St.
La Grange, Texas 78945
Change Service
Requested

“Committed to Reaching Out With The Love Of Jesus”

