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A Little Note from Pastor’s Study
Christianish - It Doesn’t Quite Sound Christian Because It Isn’t
I only entertain beggars on Thursday morning, first thing in the mornings. We
have a preschool on our property and it’s imperative that the folks seeking
handouts don’t get the impression that they are welcome to visit anytime and
speak to anyone. I ask our staff and volunteers to firmly invite anyone seeking
aid to come again on Thursday. I invite them to hang me out to dry by saying
something like, “Pastor won’t let us speak to anyone or give anything out. You
have to come talk to him first thing on Thursday morning,” implying that I’m a
big meanie.
Another time, I may talk about tactics used by beggars. Today, I wanted to
share a particular story for a different reason. I had a visitor in my office just
before Christmas with a fantastic story. She came at around 11:15, just late
enough to be inconvenient. That’s usually on purpose. I invited her into my
office to sit and talk.
I make a habit of asking an open-ended question or two and letting folks talk
themselves out. I make the time to sit and listen as long as necessary. Sometimes, I’m convinced that I can help in some way, and I do. Sometimes, I’m
convinced my help will not be helpful, and I don’t. This often becomes clear
quite soon. But, I like to give folks a chance to speak their mind.
This woman was one who didn’t like dead air in conversation. Silence is a
strong tool in listening to folks sharing their stories. True stories tend to become more consistent within themselves as they’re repeated to fill uncomfortable silence. Lies and distortions tend to get convoluted and details confused
with repetition. Her story quickly fell into the latter category.
The woman was a fairly well-spoken, clean, well-kempt lady in her late 40s early 50s with clean clothes, a recently purchase vehicle with temporary tags,
and newly done nails. She was dying from four forms of end-stage cancer, had
recently move to La Grange from the coast, was homeschooling a special needs
child, and unable to find work despite help wanted signs in most windows
around town. When she seemed to understand I may not be buying her story,
she started to speak a different language.
No she wasn’t exhibiting glossolalia (speaking in tongues). She started to incorporate Christian sounding phrases. I’m going to call this style of speaking
Christianish. It doesn’t quite sound Christian, because it isn’t. Now, I’m sure
Christians may speak this way from time to time. But, Christianish seeks to
convince the hearer that I’m a Christian just like you think I ought to be.
Visit us on the Web at http://www.mtcalvary-lcms.org

Suddenly, she and her previously unmentioned husband left the coast because they prayed on it. And,
having prayed, “God told me to leave, shake the dust off our sandals, because there was nothing for us
there. His Spirit had provided all He could.”
She had noticed me noticing her vehicle and wove that artfully into the skein of her yarn. “That truck
is the perfect vehicle for us. We found it over a month ago. But, the owner wanted too much. So, we
prayed on it and claimed it in prayer. God gave us peace over it. The owner called two days ago to accept our offer. It’s a God thing.”
Concerning her apparent good health, she said, “I don’t know how I’m still alive. It must be for my
kid. God said He would put a hedge of protection around me. I have a special needs child. He’s slow
and he’s got ADD, ADHD, and PTSD. I don’t trust those schools with him, so I keep him at home. He
loves Jesus and reads his bible. When, I was pregnant with him, God told me he was going to be special gift. He said this boy was going to be a man after God’s own heart. And, He has a great plan for
him.”
When she caught me taking in the quality of her nails, she offered, “Yeah, just had my nails done yesterday. I don’t spend this kind of money on myself. But, a friend gave me money as a birthday gift for
me to get these nails. The gift covered most of it. And, I felt like I had to honor her. She’s blessed to
be a blessing.”
For the sake of time and space, I’ve distilled this 45-minute conversation down to a few sound
bites. Any of the phrases above might be used by Christians. They are not the kind of language we Lutherans would use. The collection represents influences of spiritual enthusiasm, name-it-and-claim-it,
prophetic anointing, and others not cited here.
The enthusiasts expect direct revelation from the spirit by feelings, impressions, and actual words of
God. These new revelations are treated as equal to or over the Word of God in the Bible. Moreover,
the enthusiast sees them as a proof of true Christian faith.
The name-it-and-claim-it crowd teaches that the wants of this physical world are just a prayer away. If
you pray right, and with adequate faith, God must deliver what you ask. Your lack of faith is the only
thing holding you back from forcing God’s hand.
The notion of prophetic anointing requires modern prophecy to be a thing. Then, it encourages mothers to believe themselves to be like Hannah, the mother of Samuel. But, more still, that they are to receive a direct divine promise of their kiddo’s assignment.
Combining these elements of very specific Christian groups together is an odd fit. Along with the unmentioned bits, I was left with a picture of a collector. This woman had gathered Christian expressions
and compiled them into a language she could use to convince you that she’s a Christian just like
you. Ultimately, it’s just another begging technique like pressing the time on your end to encourage
you offer-up “go away” money.
The begging feature here is less important than the way the language works. In isolation, certain expressions may sound Christian. But, when the bits don’t fit together and don’t flow from the scriptures, you’re hearing a false Christianity. Maybe it’s a suit for work, a cover for insecurity, or a ploy to
separate you from your money.
Be wary of the Christianish language.
- Pastor
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Blessed Shall You Be cause that “all these
blessings shall come
“Blessed shall you be in upon you and overtake
the city, and blessed you.” (Deut. 28:2a). If
shall you be in the field. they didn’t obey the
Blessed shall be the voice of the Lord, if
fruit of your womb and they didn’t keep the
the fruit of your ground commandments of the
and the fruit of your cat- Lord and “walk in his
tle, the increase of your ways” (Deut. 28:9),
herds and the young of they would be met with
your flock. Blessed shall curse and woe. The
be your basket and your blessings would be rekneading bowl. Blessed placed with curses.
shall you be when you Everything that the
come in, and blessed Lord promised to prosshall you be when you per and bless would be
go out.” (Deuteronomy cursed and fail.
28:3-6)
Thanks be to God that
This is God’s promise to our Lord Jesus Christ
the Israelites as they has come into our flesh
stood beyond the Jor- and fulfilled the law for
dan outside of the us – in our place and
Promised Land. He for our benefit. Our
promises blessing to His Lord Jesus Christ died
people. He will make for us – in our place
them prosper, whether and for our ben-efit.
they are in the city or Our Lord Jesus Christ
the field. He will make is risen from the dead
their fruit of their work for us – in our place
to prosper, whether and for our benefit. By
from the ground, their this we have justificawombs, their flocks, or tion before God. We
their herds. He will are forgiven, clean, homake them to prosper ly, and righteous. The
in all things, whether blessing of God is
upon their coming in or promised to us in
their going out.
Christ Jesus. It deBut there’s a catch. He pends upon his work,
would do this for Israel not ours.
only “if you obey the All this is ours in Holy
voice of the LORD your Baptism. For in Holy
God.” (Deut. 28:2b) If Baptism, God claims
they did that, He would us as His own, makes
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us His children, His
heirs, and His holy
people. And so it is
that the work of our
hands and its fruit is
holy because we are
holy in Christ. It is
pressed into His service, and it thereby becomes a bless-ing to
us and to our neighbor.
For this great gift, our
reception of the blessings of God because of
Christ Jesus our Lord,
it is our duty to thank
and praise, serve, and
obey Him. This is not
in order to receive the
blessings but because
in Christ we already
have. With this in
mind, we sit down on
the first day of the
week and set aside as
He has prospered us
to give to His church
for His work of blessing in our midst
(1 Cor. 16:2).
– LCMS Stewardship
Ministry:
lcms.org/
stewardship
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ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC
NEWS & INFORMATION
THE PICNIC IS BACK! Mt. Calvary's annual church picnic and live auction will be held Sunday, May 15th at
the KC Hall. Mark your calendars and tell all of your friends and family to join us! The worship service will
also be held at the KC Hall, beginning at 9:00 AM. Attendees may dress in “picnic casual” attire. We will once
again have a dine-in option, as well as the drive through. Children’s games and activities are being
planned. Live music and a live and silent auction will also take place indoors at the KC Hall.
The barbecue dinner and auction are the church’s only fundraiser, and we need everyone’s help to make it a
success. We need you, whether you can help for a couple of hours, or all day! You cannot imagine the fun you
are missing if you aren’t helping with all the day’s activities!
MEAL
▪ Selling meal tickets (contact Brenda Fischer 979-249-3467 to get your tickets)
▪ Meal preparation on Saturday May 14th (contact Dennis Schnell 979-242-3790)
▪ Helping cut meat (contact Willie Ahlschlager)
▪ Helping in the drive through line (contact Gladys Teinert)
▪ Helping in the dine-in serving line (contact Rosalie Moerbe)
▪ Filling drinks at the dine-in (contact Rosalie Moerbe)
▪ Shuttling plates from outside to the dine-in (contact Gladys Teinert)
▪ Selling meal tickets inside (contact Rosalie Moerbe)
▪ Selling meal tickets outside (contact Brenda Fischer)
▪ Traffic control (contact Harold Streicher)
LIVE AUCTION
▪ Donating an auction item (contact the church office)
▪ Helping with the auction (contact Linda Streicher or Janice Teinert) by:
being a "walker"
being a cashier
registering bidders
RAFFLE
▪ Buying or selling raffle tickets prior to the picnic (contact Linda Streicher)
▪ Sponsoring a raffle prize (contact the church office)
▪ Selling raffle tickets inside (contact Linda Streicher)
▪ Selling raffle tickets outside (contact Linda Streicher)
As part of our picnic fundraiser, we will again be having a raffle. At this time, we are asking members to sponsor one or more of the 15 raffle prizes (one $2,500 gift card, one $1,000 gift card, three $500 gift cards, and ten
$100 gift cards), in part or in full. The sponsors’ names will be listed on the raffle ticket next to the prize(s)
they choose to donate (or you may remain anonymous.) In order to have the raffle tickets available for sale by
April 1st, the deadline to sponsor a prize is March 15 th. Contact the church office or Linda Streicher if you’d like
to sponsor one of the prizes or donate any amount towards a prize. Your money should be turned in to the
church office by March 31st.
BAKE SALE
▪ Baking desserts for sale at the drive-thru line, for the dine-in plates, and/or for the cake
walk (contact Janice Teinert 979-966-3186)
▪ Selling cakes in the drive through line (contact Susie Polasek or Lee Herbrich)
CLEAN UP
▪ Washing dishes (contact Daniel Fischer 979-249-3467)
▪ Clean up inside after the picnic (contact Daniel Fischer 979-249-3467)
▪ Scrub the pits after the meal (contact Daniel Fischer 979-249-3467)
LYF
▪ Donating veggies for the hamburger fixings (contact Debbie Wilson 512-431-8216)
To volunteer in any way, or if you have any questions about the picnic activities, please call the contacts listed
above, or the church office at 979-968-3938 or email secretary@mtcalvary-lcms.org. Any and all help is greatly needed and appreciated!
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For Your Information
The AMEN Food Pantry, located at 851 S. Reynolds in La Grange, continues to serve
clients on Mondays, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Additionally, the pantry is open on
Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, to accept donations.
There is always a need for shelf-stable foods, such as boxed cereal, oatmeal, pasta,
rice, cornbread/pancake mix, canned fruit/juice, dried pinto beans, canned beans,
canned meats, soups, peanut butter, jelly, crackers. Sincere thanks for the recent
donation of a $250.00 Thrivent Action Team gift card from a Mt. Calvary member.
This donation was used to purchase 123 one-half gallon bottles of assorted fruit juice
-- an item always in short supply.
Mt. Calvary volunteers will work at the AMEN building on Monday, April 11 th from
10:30 - 12:30.
Contact Stell (979-966-2319) or Beverly (979-250-1718) if you have questions.
NATIONAL QUILTING DAY

March 19, 2022 was celebrated as National Quilting Day by Lutheran
World Relief. The Happy Scrappers meet each Monday and, as of mid March,
have completed 32 quilts with the hope that many more will be completed ;in time for
the INGATHERING in October. For nearly 70 years, compassionate people throughout the USA have put their faith into action and made quilts for people in need around
the world. In the year 2021 122,400 quilts were collected and shipped and distributed in 19 countries. These gifts of love make life brighter, softer, and a bit more comfortable for our neighbors around the world struggling with displacement, chronic
poverty, illness, natural disaster and conflict.
The Mary Martha Guild Quilters (Happy Scrappers), have been making mission quilts for Lutheran World Relief for
countless years. Records kept since 1999 show that during the past twenty two years they have pieced,
sewed and tacked over 2,000 quilts!!

THE MARY MARTHA GUILD MINUTE
MARCH MEETING

Monday, April 4th

Welcome
Devotion
Pantry Item
Mite Prayer
BUSINESS MEETING

Project/Activity

BIRTHDAYS
ANNIVERSARIES

Multipurpose Room
Fellowship Time – 5:30
Business Meeting – 6:00 PM
Janice Teinert
Janice Teinert
Syrup OR Jelly
_______________________

Call to Order
Minutes & Treasurer’s Reports
Standing Committee Reports
Spring Rally, April 24, Grace Lutheran Smithville
Texas District 42nd Biennial Convention in Houston, TX,
June 16 – 18, 2022
LWR Information
Mother’s Day Bake Sale Friday, May 6th
NONE
NONE

Everyone is invited to attend Guild Meetings in the Multi-purpose Room at 5:30 PM on the first Monday
of the month. All volunteers and support of our projects are greatly appreciated. Contact our Member
Development Committee - Karen Fitch 979-561-6190, or any Guild member, or feel free to call the church
office at 968-3938 for more information.
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What If They’re Not A Visitor?
The Lutheran church is often maligned for her lack of friendliness. We are well aware of the issue. We even
assign greeters to welcome folks as they come into the building. Just like the back pew preference, I suppose we're not alone in Christendom in this either. But, is there a possibility that there's another underlying
issue?
I've concluded over the years that some of our chilly interaction is caused by fear. Not some introverted fear
of interaction itself, but a fear of being exposed or causing great pearl clutching offence. Both, I suspect,
originate from the same source.
We’re afraid to greet a strange face, because they might be an infrequent, long-time member. We fear offending them and chasing them off. We also fear being exposed as a newbie, regardless of how many years
are under our belts, in the face of a generational member, who deserves more credit than us.
To the second concern, impostor syndrome is a real thing. In most of the rest of our lives, it's sort of an irrational fear. But in Christianity, it's legitimate. We come to confess our sins, hear the absolution, hear the
word of God, and receive his gifts of forgiveness of sins life and salvation. We do it often, constantly reminding ourselves that we don't belong or deserve these gifts. Baptized into Christ, we are imposters no
more. We are grafted into the body of Christ. We are members of the one body, the one family of faith.
The fear of offence is also legitimate. But, we should not be paralyzed by it. The misidentified delinquent
member may get mad, but they lack standing in the case. They are the ones who’ve hidden their faces from
the congregation. They are the ones who’ve absented themselves from the place where God promised to deliver his blessings to His people.

Think of it this way: Attendance is membership. Membership is not a listing on the membership roll caused
by a protracted failure to clean-up the rolls, not an ancient familial connection, not a community presence,
not a huge donation in the recent or distant past. “I don’t have to go to church to be a Christian” you’ll often
hear.
That’s true but consider this. “Just a like a fish doesn’t have to be in water to be a fish. What happens to that
fish when you take it out of the water for too long?” (Tyler Edwards, “Do You Really Have To Go To Church
*Every* Sunday,” Relevant Magazine, 2017). God gives us His church to keep us in the faith and guard us
against the Devil, the world, and our sinful flesh.
Our fear can block us from serving those returning folks and, more importantly missing new visitors among
us. By simply not engaging, we won’t be exposed or hurt somebody’s feelings. At what cost? How many
folks have visited among us without a word from the person sharing their pew, seated behind, or seated in
front of them? How many people did we miss getting to know and folding into this body of faith?
You Are the Church! A simple word of greeting from one individual to another can make all the difference
in the world to that person you don’t know yet. “Hi, my name is Esmerelda, and you are?” “Can I show you
how to use that bulletin?” “We’re on page 167.” Even the simplest things can make their scary visit more
comfortable. It can’t be done by formatting of the bulletin, welcome banners, or uncomfortable announcements. It can be done by each of us offering a word of greeting or assistance.
That’s also true of the long delinquent member too. They may have forgotten what comes next, or never
learned in the first place. If you don’t know them, they probably don’t know you either. We’re here for the
same reason. We come to the house of the Lord to hear and receive that forgiveness bought for us by the
death of Jesus.
Let us attend to the house of the Lord.
- Pastor

These articles are reprinted from the “Ask Pastor” column in the weekly email blasts, especially
for those who do not receive email.
MT.
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Come join us for a fundraiser benefiting
Mt. Calvary Lutheran Preschool!
Sunday, April 3rd
At the BBQ pits
Pork steak, potatoes, green beans, and bread
Tickets $12
Can be purchased in the church office, at the preschool,
at Chevron, or at Lucas Bakery
Please contact Lori Hollek or Becky Weikel at 968-5913
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The Step Up 4 Life theme is “God Chose You!”
John 15:16 says, “You did not choose me, but I
chose you and appointed you that you should go
and bear fruit” (ESV). How will this Life Sunday
theme inspire you to ‘bear fruit’ as you go and
affirm that God loves all life, regardless of the
circumstances or struggles that life may face in
this world? God has chosen you – for life, for
salvation, for an eternity of joy and forgiveness in
His Son, our Lord Jesus. God chose you for Life!
The LYF attended a Y4Life conference at Concordia,
Austin during February. Debbie Wilson, Hannah Wilson, Autumn Wolf, Shannon Herbrich,CharlieHerbrich,
and Emma Herbrich all had a great time!
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Register for Vocatio, June 25-July 2!
For high school students considering a church work career
Vocatio is a free, faith-filled and fun opportunity for high school students entering grades
ninth through 12th to explore God’s calling and direction for them. During this weeklong retreat, students will be encouraged in their faith and calling for their lives through many Seminary experiences including worship and devotions, sessions with professors, and some fun
andrecreation!
The deadline to register is May 27. Interested participants can learn more and sign up below. For more information, email admit@csl.edu or call 800-822-9545.
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
801 Seminary Place
St. Louis, MO 63105

Christ Academy: High School
June 19–July 2, 2022
ctsfw.edu/ctsfw-events/christ-academy

Christ Academy's tradition of combining learning, worship, and fun
provides an incredible two-week experience for high schoolers, especially for those considering a future in church work. Applications
for Timothy School (for men) and Phoebe School (for women) will be
accepted until June 1. Visit the links above for more info or
call 800.481.2155
MT.
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B I R T H D AY S & A N N I V E R S A R I E S
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
Rosalie Moerbe

2

3
Roxanne
Zahradnik

4

5
William Trlica

6
Jodie Adams

7

8
Jordan Von
Minden

9

10
Shannon Herbrich

11
Corbyn Blackwell

12

13
Tina Bretting

14
Joe Johnson
Malissa Mieth
Missy Rusek

15
Kayleigh
Lehmann

16

17

18

19

20
Glenn McKinley
Wayne McKinley

21
Glen Altwein
Gill Morgan
Nick Hensley

22
David & Donita
Ortiz (5)

23
Audrey Pietsch
Caleb Rinald

24
Mary Ann Bartek

25
Dorothy Weber

26
Alfred Drescher
Kim Pietsch

27
Lummus Hannes
Justin Hollek

28

29

30
Robert Boening

FLOWER CHART OPENINGS

Don’t forget that we have a Flower Chart on the
bulletin board in the narthex hallway. You can sign
up to provide flowers for a special occasion or
simply to the glory of God.
Call the church office if you would like more
information!
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Help for Ukraine – ‘The List Changes Daily” –
The LCMS Office of International Mission is currently working with five partner churches to help refugees from this conflict. First, to support the people
of Ukraine, please pray for them. If you desire to
contribute to their needs, please visit the web site
https://reporter.lcms.org/ for recently updated
ways to donate.
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NATIONAL VOLUNTEER MONTH
APRIL 2022
National Volunteer Month in April celebrates the impact volunteers have on our lives and
encourages active volunteerism in generations to come. Most often unpaid, they generously donate a part of their lives to do the work that nobody likes to do such as cleaning up after the event
and so numerous other opportunities. There are so many areas requiring volunteers. This month
let us salute them for their unwavering services to our church, our local charities, schools and our
community and hold aloft their examples to inspire young and adults toward volunteerism.
THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING
TEXAS DISTRICT CHURCH EXTENSION NEWS
March 2022
A recent letter from Becca Jones, Executive Director of Texas District CEF, states in part:
“It is with sincere delight we highlight one of the many wonderful results of our blessed partnership in ministry-a Loan Rebate! This is direct evidence of the faithfulness of your congregation
investing with and borrowing from Texas District Church Extension Fund.
Congratulations! Your congregation has received a 2021 Loan Rebate Check in the
amount of:
$594.68
“Most importantly, please know that the grace of God remains visible in our community of faith,
and the vitality of our Texas congregations, continues during these unexpected and challenging
times. Together, let us seek to discover the new things God is doing in our midst!”
This is an example of the mission of Texas CEF and the benefits this ministry offers to Mt. Calvary and its members – including loans, the rebate program and investments!

CURRENT TEXAS DISTRICT INTEREST RATES
Investment
Fixed Rate
Floating Rate
Rate
APY
Rate
APY
One Year Note
1.150% 1.115%
1.125% 1.13%
Three Year Note 1.275% 1.28%
1.250% 1.26%
Five Year Note
1.950% 1.96%
1.625% 1.63%
Flex Savings
.750% 0.75%
Rainy Day Fund
1.000% 1.00%
For Congregations Only______________________________
Congregation Savings
1.000% 1.00%
Building Fund
2.000% 2.02%
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Deadline is Monday, April 4, 2022.

Please place this form in an envelope and mark it
Easter Lily Fund.

Signed
__________________________________________

_____ My plant(s) may be taken to a shut-in

_____ I will pick up my plant(s) after April 15th service.

(Please select one)

_____ To the glory of God

_____ In honor of _________________________

_____ In memory of _________________________

(Please select one and fill in the blank.)

Quantity ______at $12.00 each, amount enclosed _____
(Please make checks payable to
Mt. Calvary Mary Martha Guild.)

_____________________________________________

Name(s) as it will appear in the bulletin:

EASTER LILY
ORDER FORM

Mt. Calvary Lutheran
Church & Preschool
NON-PROFIT ORG.
STANDARD PERMIT #50
LA GRANGE TX

La Grange, Texas 78945
800 N. Franklin St.

Change Service
Requested

“Committed to Reaching Out With The Love Of Jesus”

