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A Little Note from Pastor’s Study
Your Pastors Already Know.
The data is out there. The trends are known. We know before we go about
our duties. We know who is likely to remain in the church. We know who is
likely to return to the church. We already know.
Will the married couple remain in the church after their wedding in our
building? Will the family bring their baptized child into the Lord’s house
regularly? Will the catechumens remain in the church after they’re admitted to the altar? Will the new visitors become a permanent fixture here after transfer or conversion? Will the family newly invigorated by the death
of a closely related blessèd saint of the Lord lose their zeal or keep it? Will
the children keep coming when the duties, passions, and hormones of adolescence drag them around wildly in their own minds?
Your pastors pray the data is more dire than reality.

In each case, it boils down to habit and patterns.
Newlyweds: what is their family background? A couple from a similar upbringing: LCMS, regularly attended as a child and adolescent, and both parents brought them to church. In the same way that similar ideas about
money, number of children, and chiefly if Moms and Dads were married
and remain married improve the chances of a successful marriage. Those
commonalities also improve the chances that these kids will be and remain
in the church.
Your pastor will coach you concerning the difficulties in your future when
the odds are not stacked in your favor. Only in extremely rare circumstances will he refuse marriage. He prays that the Lord will deliver you from
misfortune and strife, even the foreseeable kind.
Baptized child: what’s the deal with Mom and Dad? If they are or become
regular attenders, the kids will likely follow suit. If they are not, their kids
will still likely follow suit. Your pastor will often baptize a child, whose future in the church is uncertain. He prays that foreseeable apostacy does not
befall your house.
Catechumens: Again, what’s the deal with Mom and Dad? Here, there’s
more data readily available. Did y’all attend regularly before confirmation
Visit us on the Web at http://www.mtcalvary-lcms.org

was on the horizon? If not, there’s a mighty high chance the catechumens will peter out quickly
following confirmation.
Your pastors will desperately attempt to instill new habits in the kids. He’ll impose strict attendance standards or require seemingly endless piles of sermon reports. He’s seen parents drop children off for required church attendance, while driving off themselves. He’s grieved to know the
child may be lost already. He prays he’s wrong, keeps up with his efforts, and prays the Holy Spirit
defeats those odds. Rarely would he withhold confirmation.
Transfers/Converts/Those motivated by a close death: Where were you before? Are you returning
to lifelong patters of attendance to the Lord’s house? Or are these attempts to develop a new pattern? Those who attended before are more likely to attend again. Those who did not, are not.
Adolescents: This group gets the most attention, the most ink spilt over them, and even individualistic ministerial attention. How often have you heard of a church with a minister of newlywed
Christianization, baptismal life, catechetical instruction, or newly returned Christian life instruction? Prob’ly never. But, we’ve all seen churches with a youth minster or a youth ministry team.
Sadly, that’s also an example of the poor return on those efforts. Again, data indicates that strong
youth programs don’t predict strong Christian adults from within them. Worse, when those programs look distinctively different than the churches from which they string, they serve as an
offramp directly out of the church.
Can’t we beat the odds? Yes, we can. Your pastor prays that you do. He preaches, teaches, and
conducts himself towards you assuming the data is wrong in your case.
As a body of believers, we have data to help direct our efforts. Children follow the patterns established by their fathers regarding church. As we discussed before, the data is stark in this regard. If
we want baptized babies in church, children in church following along and learning, catechumens
attending to the Lord’s house, youth who remain in or return to church, newlyweds who attend
regularly and bring their babies to the font, we must have fathers to build those patterns into their
children.
Your pastors already know. We pray every day that the data is wrong in your case.
- Pastor
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God in Man Made
Manifest
The season of Epiphany focuses on how God was made manifest in the flesh of Jesus. The
church spends time hearing of
the miracles, signs, and wonders of Jesus in the world. And
this made plain to all that Jesus really is who He said He
was. He is the Second Person
of the Holy Trinity, the only
begotten Son of the Father, in
the flesh. For “the Word became flesh and dwelt among
us” (John 1:14).
It is revealed for all the world
to see that Jesus is God in the
flesh. It is made manifest by
His words and His work, by
what He said and by what He
did. And these belong together, for “the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us.” Jesus is
the Word and will of God in
the flesh, that is, He is the
walking, talking enactment of
God’s Word.
It is no different for us. We are
called not just to believe in
God in hearts but also to trust
in God in word and deed. As
James wrote: “But be doers of
the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving
yourselves” (James 1:22), and
again, “What good is it, my
brothers, if someone says he
has faith but does not have
works? … So also faith by itself, if it does not have works,
is dead. … Show me your faith
apart from your works, and I
will show you my faith by my
works. … For as the body apart
from the spirit is dead, so also
faith apart from works is
dead” (James 2:14, 17–18, 26).
Our faith is lived out in works
for our neighbor. Our trust in
the Word and will of God is
lived out not in word only but
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also in deed and in truth. In
other words, the Epiphany of
the Lord creates in us an
epiphany of our faith in our
works of obedience to God
who commanded them. By
this, our faith is made manifest to the world. It is, as Luther wrote of faith:
Faith is a divine work
in us. It changes us
and makes us to be
born anew of God
(John 1). It kills the
old Adam and makes
altogether
different
people, in heart and
spirit and mind and
powers, and it brings
with it the Holy Spirit.
Oh, it is a living, busy,
active, mighty thing,
this faith. And so it is
impossible for it not
to do good works incessantly. It does not
ask whether there are
good works to do, but
before the question
rises, it has already
done them, and is always at the doing of
them.
He who does not
these works is a faithless man. He gropes
and looks about after
faith and good works
and knows neither
what faith is nor what
good
works
are,
though he talks and
talks,
with
many
words about faith and
good works.

dence in God’s grace
and knowledge of it
makes men glad and
bold and happy in
dealing with God and
all His creatures. And
this is the work of the
Holy Spirit in faith.
Hence a man is ready
and glad, without compulsion, to do good to
everyone, to serve everyone, to suffer everything, in love and
praise to God, who has
shown him this grace.
And thus it is impossible to separate works
from faith, quite as impossible as to separate
burning and shining
from fire. Beware,
therefore, of your own
false notions and of the
idle talkers, who would
be wise enough to
make decisions about
faith and good works,
and yet are the greatest
fools. (Preface to the
Book of Romans)
So, then, let our faith be active
by God’s power in the Word
through the Holy Spirit. And
let then our faith be made
manifest to the world by what
this faith does: serving our
neighbor – in church, in the
family, and society – with the
works of faith in time, talents,
and treasures.

Faith is a living, daring confidence in
God’s grace, so sure
and certain that a
man would stake his
life on it a thousand
times. This confi-
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Officers & Board Members 2022

Position
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Board of Education

Board of Elders

Name
August Pietsch
Beverly Albers
Robbie Cole
Ron Glaiser

Term Expires
12/31/2022
12/31/2022
12/31/2022
12/31/2022

Lori Hollek
Sylvia Hebert
Shannon Herbrich
Coni Mouton

12/31/2022
12/31/2022
12/31/2023
12/31/2024

Dale Witt
James Lehmann
Karen Fitch
Randy Albers
Glenn Altwein
Harold Streicher
James Herbrich
Justin Hollek
David Cole
Jason Lehmann
Leon Teinert
Zach Zahradnik
Board of Missions, Outreach, & Evangelism
Brenda Fischer
Janice Teinert
Linda Streicher
Amy Lochte
Karen Fitch
Brenda Rainosek
Lee Herbrich
Board of Preschool
Diane Johnson
Tish Muniz
Becky Von Minden
Janice Teinert
Jordan Von Minden
Linda Streicher
Mandy Kaspar
Christina Burton
Kelly Mozisek
Board of Stewardship
Board of Finance

Board of Trustees

Board of Youth Ministry

*Chairperson in bold
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12/31/2022
12/31/2022
12/31/2022
12/31/2022
12/31/2023
12/31/2023
12/31/2023
12/31/2023
12/31/2024
12/31/2024
12/31/2024
12/31/2024
12/31/2022
12/31/2022
12/31/2022
12/31/2023
12/31/2023
12/31/2024
12/31/2024
12/31/2022
12/31/2022
12/31/2023
12/31/2023
12/31/2023
12/31/2023
12/31/2023
Appointed—1 year term
Appointed—1 year term

Sylvia Hebert
Geraldine Teinert
Susie Polasek
Martha Pietsch
Randy Albers

12/31/2022
12/31/23
12/31/2023
12/31/2024
12/31/2024

August Pietsch
Heath Hunger
Ray Pietsch
Daniel Fischer
James Herbrich
Joe Johnson
Justin Hollek
Mark Wilson

12/31/2022
12/31/2022
12/31/2022
12/31/2024
12/31/2024
12/31/2024
12/31/2024
12/31/2024

Becky Weikel
Lori Hollek
Shannon Herbrich
Debbie Wilson

12/31/2022
12/31/2022
12/31/2022
12/31/2024
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For Your Information
Unfortunately, the new year has not brought a decline in the number of families who seek
assistance from the Food Pantry in feeding their families. Shelf-stable foods, such as cereal,
pasta, canned fruit/juice, soups, cornbread mix -- are always in demand. (Egg cartons are no
longer needed at this time.) Donations may be placed in the marked plastic bin in the
Church Narthex, or dropped off at the Pantry on Thursday mornings, 10:00 am - 12:00
noon.
Mt. Calvary and Shared Lutheran Ministries (SLM) Volunteers are scheduled to work at the
AMEN Food Pantry on February 28. Mt. Calvary will cover the 8:30 am - 10:30 am shift;
while SLM will cover the 10:30 am - 12:30 pm shift. By coordinating with -- and filling in for
each other, the two groups will make sure we have enough volunteers on hand to cover the
entire morning.
Contact Stell (979-966-2319) or Beverly (979-250-1718) if you have any questions.
The Happy Scrappers will continue their quilting activities in the “Blue” Fellowship House at 859 North Franklin Street during the month of February.
Please note the meeting time is changed to 1:30 PM.
Please use the handicapped entrance located at the back of the House for your
convenience and safety. Parking space is located nearby. Social distancing can
be practiced and face masks are optional. Attendees may bring a refreshment
to share.

Everyone interested in just checking out the Blue Fellowship House or joining
in the activities of the Happy Scrappers is invited. No sewing or quilting skills are required—only an interest in helping and participating in Christian service and fellowship. There are various stages in making a
quilt and with many helping hands, the process will move faster. We have a variety of supplies on hand;
however, additional donations are always appreciated.

New Student Registration
Any new student who registers for FLHS by March 11, 2021 will have registration fees waived for the 2022-2023
school year. Register early to take advantage of this savings! You can receive registration materials by calling (979)
242-2889 or visiting our website at www.flhstx.org.
Shadow Days
Shadow days are a great opportunity for prospective students to follow us for a day and experience what FLHS is all
about. Parents, call us today at (979) 242-2889 to set up a shadow day for your child.
Athletics
The boys basketball team’s next game on Tuesday, February 1 at 4:00 PM at Fayetteville.
Archery athletes will compete this week at FLHS for the state qualifier.
Would you like to be a Substitute Teacher?
We are looking for people to add to our substitute list. We are willing to consider anyone that enjoys working with
students and also has the patience to do so. If you are interested please contact Mrs. Kueck at (979)242-2889 or
kueckn@flhstx.org.
Share the Gift of Love
Faith Lutheran High School has a unique role in combining knowledge and God’s love in a student’s high school experience. We are partnering with families at the intersection of education and faith development. If you would like to
support our ministry through a one-time or enduring gift, Thrivent Action Grant or volunteer your time and talents,
please contact Mrs. Nikki Kueck.
Thank you!
Everyone at FLHS is blessed by each gift that we receive from our supporters. It's not about the size of the gift, but
the cheerful attitude that gives thanks to God (2 Corinthians 9:7). Whether your gift seems big or small, it is greatly
appreciated and makes a bigger impact than you know! Thank you!
MT.
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Be Still And Know … What?
There is a thin veil of spirituality cast over our land. We see it on bumper stickers, t-shirts, bible
covers, and memes all over social media.
One such text is the passage, “Be still, and know that I am God,” Psalm 46:10a.
When you see this passage, it’s usually covered with flowers and butterflies. It’s meant to instill
peace and a sense of wellbeing. It’s used in inspirational calendars. Sometimes we’ll see this passage used for a month at a time, but pondering what?
Using the verse of Psalm 46 this way comes to us from the movement founded by Mary Baker Eddy. It’s one of a short list of passages cited as their central teaching. The teaching is an expression
of peace, found in pursuing the father-mother god in the Christian Church, Scientist movement.

The Christian Church, Scientist is a non-trinitarian, christian-ish heretical sect founded in the
1870s in Boston, MA by Ms. Eddy. They are part of a group of metaphysical Christian offshoots
centering on the “divine mind” and the unreality and/or escapability of the physical world.
There is nothing new under creation. These ideas have been with mankind since the beginning. One more notable case is that of the gnostic heresy of the earliest centuries of Christianity. The Gnostics also viewed the physical world as an evil to escape. The same the notion of divinity as an essence we aspire to join.
Our creeds all speak of God in substance and personhood, in direct opposition to these ideas.
The metaphysics intend for us to hear those words, “be still, and know,” and find new understanding and new revelation within our own minds and the stillness thereof. This does not fit the context of Psalm 46 very well at all.
Psalm 46 is the scriptural basis of Martin Luther’s reformation battle hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is
Our God.” Not surprisingly, the Psalm is rich with imagery relating to battle and warfare. There is
a stillness, but not an internal one.
When Psalm 46 occurs in the lectionary, verse 7 is the suggested antiphon. An antiphon is a verse
of the psalm, another psalm, or a passage of scripture used to focus our reading the central theme
of the text. Psalm 46:7 reads, “The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.” That
verse is echoed within the psalm without our help. Verse 7 and the final verse, 11, are the same.
Look to God for peace and protection. In the midst of all we are about to hear, He is our Fortress.
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though
the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters
roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.” (Psalm 46:1-3)
The presence of God here is immediate, not distant. He not a God who can, may, or will be our refuge. He is. That’s the same answer he gave to Moses from the burning bush, “I am has sent me to
you.” And, Jesus says the same, “before Abraham was, I am.” (Gen 3:14; John 8:58)

These articles are reprinted from the “Ask Pastor” column in the weekly email blasts, especially
for those who do not receive email.
MT.
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The roaring of the seas and the destruction of the mountains are the image of uncreation. The disorder that rises out of the good order of creation after the fall into sin is that raging. All creation
groans for redemption.
4There

is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High.
is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her when morning dawns. 6The
nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. 7The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress. (Psalm 46:4-7)
5God

The seas are an image of disorder and sin. The river is an image of new life, forgiveness, and new
creation. In the prophets and in the Revelation of Saint John, the river flowing into, through, and
from the city of God is the source of restoration. The peace and restoration isn’t cowardly
though. She cannot be moved. She, the city, is resolute. The Lord is with her.
The Lord of Hosts, Lord God of Sabaoth, Lord of battletested armies, this is not a weak, peaceable
image of our God. He, who commands the armies of victorious angels, that Lord of host is with us,
our fortress.
“Come, behold the works of the Lord, how he has brought desolations on the earth. He makes wars
cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with
fire. ‘Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations! I will be exalted in the
earth!’” (Psalm 46:8-10)
The enemies of the Lord: sin, death, and the Devil are defeated and bound for destruction. That
battle is already won. But yet the complete destruction of our old evil foe awaits Him and his minions. Beyond victory, the Lord will break and destroy even the implements of that warfare. With
your weapons broken, shattered, and burning before you, now be still before the Lord.
Primarily an accusation to the vanquished: be still. Those who would not cease in speaking against
the Lord; be still. Those who accuse the children of God: be still. Those who serve the adversary: be
still and know that I am God. I will be exalted in the earth! Let all mortal flesh keep silence.
Why?
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. (Psalm 46:11)
- Pastor
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February 25th-27th, 2022
Women's Renewal Retreat

Sisters in Christ!
Join us for our Women's Renewal Retreat on February 25th-27th. Experience physical
and spiritual rejuvenation, as well as a fun and loving community of women.
The Women’s Renewal Retreat is time set aside for ladies to reflect on Christ and His
Word, be in fellowship with other sisters in Christ, and spend time in His creation.
Each year this fun weekend includes opportunities for hiking, archery, tomahawk throwing, crafts, canoeing, star gazing, a prayer walk around the lake, campfire devotions, quiet meditation outside, and conquering the climbing tower.
This year’s retreat is lead by author Ruth Meyer, who will lead us in studying Biblical
examples of our 2022 theme, Refuge. Ruth graduated from Concordia University in Ann
Arbor, Michigan, with a degree in church music and currently lives in rural Texas with
her husband, who works as a Pastor, and their five children, two dogs, and cat. It is her
hope that through her writing, readers are assured of God's grace through His Son, Jesus.

Join us at Camp Lone Star and experience the love Christ offers! Register before February 14th at www.camplonestar.org
Cost:
$162/person
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear
Psalm 46:1-2a
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2022 Elder Assignments
of Congregational Families
Elder Assigned:

Household Head:

1

Dale Witt:

Adams, Jodie – Boening, Robert

2

Justin Hollek:

Bohot, Elva – Davis, Dustin family

3

Lee Teinert:

Diers, Gary – Harbers, Brad family

4

Glenn Altwein:

Harbers, Jonathan family – Johnson, Joe family

5

James Lehmann:

Karstedt, Theresia family – Lehmann, Jonathan family

6

David Cole:

Lochte, Neal family -- Moerbe, Rosalie

7

Jason Lehmann:

Moulder, Eddie – Pietsch, Jeremy family

8

Harold Streicher:

Pietsch, Randy family -- Roitsch, Cheryl

9

Randy Albers:

Rusek, Mike family – Stephens, Joe family

10

Karen Fitch:

Stokes, Michele family – Von Minden, Jason family

11

Zach Zahradnik:

Von Minden, Kevin family -- Zuhn, Judy

12

James Herbrich:

All Elders
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B I R T H D AY S & A N N I V E R S A R I E S
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
1
Shery Dunk
Sharon Pietsch
Michelle Stokes
Krystal Synatschk

WEDNESDAY
2

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

3
Dorothy Witt

4
Megan Hollek
Jonathan& Marisa
Lehmann(10)
Sandy Rials

5

Virginia Polasek

6
Shane Pietsch

7
Jamey Olenick

8

9
Mark
Huelsebusch
Jason
VonMinden
Cadence Rinald
Edward Votaw

10

11
Annie Chapman

12
Laverne
Wittmann
Susie Polasek

13
Charles Hebert

14

15
Brenda Rainosek

16

17
Paul
Mersiovsky

18
Kevin & Becky
Von Minden (44)
Caleb Stokes
Josie Muske

19
Geraldine Teinert
Hannah Sanchez

22
Valerie Johnson

23
Sandy Polasek
Kelly Blackwell

24
Julie Cook

25
Garland Midgett

26
Ruby Fehrle
Lyllah Mouton

20
Genelda Pavlik

27
Joyce Dippel
Leah Wolf
John & Malissa
Mieth (8)
Madison Prouty

Vastine Michalk
Stacey Olenick
William Crawford
& Sandy Rials (40)
21

28
Ron Glaiser
Jessica Pietsch

(29)
Tim Tarnowski

FLOWER CHART OPENINGS
Don’t forget that we have a Flower Chart on the
bulletin board in the narthex hallway. You can sign
up to provide flowers for a special occasion or
simply to the glory of God.
Call the church office if you would like more
information!
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Prayer of Christian Sympathy for the family and
friends of Rose Marie Killian who passed away on
December 26th, and James Ferdinand Meyer
(brother-in-law of Johnny Koopman) who passed
away on January 18th.
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THE MARY MARTHA GUILD MINUTE
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7th
Multipurpose Room
Welcome
Devotion
Pantry Item
Mite Prayer
BUSINESS MEETING
Project/Activity

Fellowship Time – 5:30 PM
Business Meeting – 6:00 PM
Beverly Albers
Janice Teinert
Canned fruit OR canned juice
_______________________
Call to Order
Minutes & Treasurer’s Reports
Standing Committee Reports
Texas District 42nd Biennial Convention in Houston, TX, June 16 – 18, 2022
LWR Personal Care Kits
Weekly LWR Happy Scrappers

BIRTHDAYS

(1) Shery Dunk; Sharon Pietsch; (4) Sandy Rials, (12) Susie Polasek; (20) Genelda
Pavlik; (23) Sandy Polasek

ANNIVERSARIES

(10) Robbie Cole; (14) Sandy Rials

Everyone is invited to attend Guild Meetings in the Multi-purpose Room at 5:30 PM on the first Monday of each
month. All volunteers and support of our projects are greatly appreciated. Contact our Member Development Committee - Karen Fitch 979-561-6190, or any Guild member or feel free to call the Church Office at 968-3938 for more
information.

THRIVENT 2021 CHOICE DOLLARS
The Thrivent Choice program encourages benefit members to recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes an amount of its charitable
grant funds. Members make this recommendation by directing Choice Dollars to enrolled nonprofit organizations, including churches and
preschools.
Choice Dollars can be directed periodically as
they are accumulated, although it is important
to remember that all your 2021 Choice Dollars must be directed by March 31, 2022.
Remember Use It or you will Lose It. You can
direct your Choice Dollars online or by calling 1800-847-4836 and ask for fraternal.
For additional information or assistance, you
may contact Nancy Lehmann @ 979-338-9998.

SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH OR COMMUNITY
WITH A THRIVENT ACTION TEAM PROJECT
Action Teams – The Action Team Program gets
members involved in planning and carrying out
A project that will benefit a needy person or
organization
A fundraiser to gather more funds for a cause
An educational event
Thrivent will give a member who is planning one of
the above, a $250 debit card to “kick start” their project. This $250 can be used to purchase materials
for a project or supplies for a fundraiser or conduct
an educational event.
A Thrivent member can be given two $250 debt
cards per year to fund their projects. Projects must
be applied for at least three weeks prior to the event
date – pre-approved by Thrivent.
Just go online or call Thrivent @800-847-4836 to
learn how to start you own Action Team and receive
a $250.project card, or contact Nancy Lehmann @
979-338-9998 for assistance.
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Mt. Calvary Lutheran
Church & Preschool

NON-PROFIT ORG.
STANDARD PERMIT #50
LA GRANGE TX

800 N. Franklin St.
La Grange, Texas 78945

Change Service
Requested

“Committed to Reaching Out With The Love Of Jesus”

